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or This AUTHOR, 
' RICHARD SIBBES, D. b. 
: 


Tais grave and solid divine was born 
near Sudbury in Suffolk, in the year 1577 1 und 
being trained up at School, was admitted into 
St John's College, Cambridge, in 1505 1 where 
he 80 profited in learning, and 80 approved 
himself by his blameless conversation, that he 


was promoted from one degree to another ia 


the college, being first chosen Scholar, and 
then Fellow of that house He also took all 


the degrees of the University with general 


pplauge, 
It pleased God to convert him by the. 


ministry of Mr. Paul Bajnes, while he * 4 
Lecturer at St. Andrew's in ridge. Aſter | "A 


which he entered into the minibiry, and 
chosen Lecturer at Trinity Church there. 


ministry was rezorted to, not only by the | 


.ownsmen, but by many of the Scholars al8o; 
iv that he became the PPY instrument of 
e $0uls to God and of edifying 


bs. | 43 A 
others. During the two last years of h's life, 
he was Vicar of Trinity paris, the famous 
Dr. T homas Goodwin having resigned in his favor 


About the year 1625 he was chosen Master 
of Catherine Hall, Cambridge, in which office 
he continued all the rest of his life; and a 4 
faithful governor, he was always careful to 

romote the good of that little house: For, by 

is interest in many worthy persons, he pro · 
eured means for the enlargement of the College 
and for the establishment of learned and reli. 
gious fellows there; 80 chat it proved a famou 
society both for piety and learning. 


Previous to this period, about the year | 618, 
he was chosen preacher at Gray's Inn, London; 
where his ministry met such general approba- 
tion, that besides the learned lawyers of the 
house, many of the citizens, gentry, and 
pawn r&orted to his sermons ; of whom, 
more than a few have reason to bless God for 
the benefit they received, Dr William Gouge, 
whoſrequently heard him, says, © he sometimes 
„ gtammered a little in preaching, but then 
s his judicious hearers always expected zome 
« rare and excellent notion from him, | 

His learning was mixed with much humi- 
Iny, so that he used to undervalue his own 
_—_— others judged them to breaths 
#pirit and life, to be strong of heaven, speaK 

with authority and power to men's consciengh, 


His care, in the courze of his ministry, watts 


* 


. 
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to ill 
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THE REV. a. ind, o D. 


ly a good Foundation in the heads and hearts 
of his heaters; and though he Was a Wiee 
matter - builder, and that in one of the mon 
eminent auditories for learning and piety, yet 
he dwelt much on the fundamentals, particu» 
larly the incarnation of the on of God, Thie 
zmbject he treated 80 Oy and largely, 
that there iy scarcely any of those incomparable 

benefits which we derive from it, or any of 
taose holy meditations it ought to excite, 
which he did not unfold; which occasioned 
2 remark of an eminent divine in 3 his 
printed germons-—* I less wonder, said he, 
at the remarkable humility of the author, 
_ how much he dwelt on the humiliation 
of Christ.“ 5 


Indeed, he was deeply studied in the hol 
ieriptures, which rendered him * a man of 
God, thoroughly furnished Dee 
work: ” and as a faithful steward of the ma- 
nifold grace of God, he labored to teach it to 
others, and to store them with knowledge and 
ipiritual understanding. He was a man who 
enjoyed much communion with God, and, - 
like John the Baptist, was a2 burning and 
thining light,” wasting and spendiag himself 
to illuminate others. r. 
He was eminently charitable, - The neces i · 
ties of the poor members of Christ excited 
the com passion of his heart, and he was upon 
ill occasions forward to relievethem. In the 


a 3 - 


* % 
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vi MEMO1R8 or 
summer, he used sometimes to visit the howes 
of many worthy personages, where he was an 
instrument of much good, both by his private 
labors and prudent counsel. And thus, having 
completed his work upon earth, he was re. 
ceived to heaven, peaceably and comfortably 
resigning his spirit to God, in the year 1636, 
and in the 58th year of his age. 4 
His Worxs, He wrote several excellent MW. 
ieces on different parts of acripture, viz. Ml”: 
Hosea xiv. Canticles v. and vi. Phil. ii. WW © 
&c. &c, But his two little Books, The MI! © 
Bruised Reed, and The Soul's Conflict, are pe- 
culiarly valuable; perhaps, scarcely any ties - 
tices on spiritual distress have been more useſul. 
Divine Meditations, &c. These are now fe- 
N and 571 to the reader in the 
dllowing pages. | 


— 
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RECOMMENDATION, © 
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Tux dim Meprrations of Dr.Sibbes 

is a book that has long been highly valued b 
xrious christians. The author was a learned, 
judicious and pious minister of the last cene 
tury; and it is probable that these meditations 
are s0me of his select zentiments; 8uch as he, 
or his friends after his ur ye" most 
vorthy to be remembered y ares cer- 
tainly well calculated to Furnish a spiritual 
ned with most useful matter for meditation, 
nd to be a suitable companion for the christian 
„when he gits in the house, or walks by the 
wy” They may wn be very serviceable itt 
companies of religious friends, by zuggest ing 
profitable topics bf convertation. * 
This work having become scarce, it was 
judged that a new and neat edition would, be 
xceptable to the public. That it may be 
blessed of God to promote spiritual minded · 
dess and spiritual discourse, is the Sincere 
prayer of, dear Reader, 8 


Thy Set vsat for Christ's sake, 
GEORGE BURDER. 
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Divine Meditations. 


—— 


THAT man hath made good pro 


he ordinances of God: und thoughy. - . 
haps, he may find himſelf” dead and 
| yet the beſt things have left ſuch a 
e ind reliſh in his ſoul, that he cannot 
long without them. his is a fign of 

temper, . ? | 
A wife when ſhe marries u huſ 
|, gives up her will to him; fo doth 

chriſtian when he bis morried to 
iſt; he gives up his Will, and all chat 
hah to him, and faith, Lord, 1 have 
ng, but if thou calleſt. for it, thou 
yas it again. SL LORIE 


{s in religion, that 8 eſſeem 5 4 
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tender care of them, 1/a, xl. 11. 


16 DIVINE MEDITATIONS. 


3. When we come to be religion, Ii « 


we lose not our pleasure, but tranſlate it; I 0 
perhaps, before, we fed upon . profane us 
authors, now we feed upon holy truths, i m 


A chriſtian never knows what comfort 


in religion, till he comes to zay, with I be 
Auſtin, Lord, I have long wanted whe ll ,,, 
ti true manna, all my former food wail (| 
& nothing but huſks.” : an 

4. God takes care of poor weak a1 
chriſtians that are ſtruggling with temp. 
tations and corruptions ; Chriſt carne 
them in his arms. All Chriſt's ſheep 
are diſcaſed, and therefore he will have a 


3. Whatsoever is for Gade 
children, they ſhall have it, for all is thein 
to further them to heaven ; therefore if 
my be goud, they ſhall have it; if fy 
iſgrace be good, they ſhall have it; if {af 
croſſes be , they ſhall have them; 
if miſery. be good, they ſhall have it; for 
all js ours, to ſerve for our greateſt 
. God's children have theze outward 
things with God himſelf, they are, # 
: | _ 


BrvIne MEDITATIONS. * 
igious, I conduits to convey his favor to us; and 
ate it; WW the same love that moved God to give 
rrofane ¶ us heaven and happineſs, the ſame love 
truths, W moves him to give us our wy bread, 
pfort 1 7. The whole life of a chriſtian ſhould 
„ with I be nothing but praiſes and thanks to God; 
ted the Wl we ſhould neither eat, nor drink, nor 
od was i ſleep, but eat to God, and ſleep to God, 

| and work to God, and talk to God; do 
welk all to his glory and praiſe. *' , 
| temp- 8. Though God deliver us not out of 
Carnes il trouble, yet he delivers us from the evil 
s ſheep N of trouble, from despair in trouble, by 
have a ſupporting the ſpirit; nay, he delivers | 
by trouble, for he ſanctifies the trouble to 
Golf cure the soul, and by little troubles he 
1s thein delivers us from greater, 
efore i 9. What are we but a model of God's 
- nt; if favors; what do we ſee, or what do we 
| If taſte, but the mercy of God z the mite- 
nies of others ſhould be matter of praise 
to us; the ſins of others ſhould make vs 
— God, and ſay, Lord, ſuch might 
ve been my caſe; it might lavs be 
fallen me, Wako: *! 
6 


5 


will always be thus with me. 


reſt upon them, 


18 DIVING MENTATION, | 


10, God pities our weakneſs in all dt 
our troubles and afliftions ; he will na ff 7 
ſlay too Jong, leſt we put forth onr hang 
to evil ; he will not ſuffer the rod of the 
wicked to reſt upon the lot of the righ- 
teous, P/al, exxv. 3. | G 
11. 1s it not an unreazonable ſpeech ſu 
for a man at midnight to suy, It wil G 
never be day? So it is an unreaſonable an 
thing for a man that is in trouble to ay, ve 
O Lord, I ſhall never. get free of this, it 


12. Do the wicked think to ſhamne'br 


intimidate men ? No, a ſpirit oli hal 
3 and glory ſhall reſt upon then; ge. 
ey ſhall not only have à Spirit of grace jo! 


a Spirit of glory 
ſo that their countenances ſhall ſhine 2 
Stephen's did, when he was Roned jud 


bs vi. 15, FE. cot 
13. If God hides his face from u tho 
what ſhall become of our ſouls 3; we al 

like the poor flower that opens and ſhut ch: 


with the ſun, If God ſhines upon that wo 
heart of a man, it opens; but if he wi 


1 [2 


Enn 0 
in dw hirmelf, we hang down out heads ; 
ill no Wl Thou didſt hide thy face and I was 
hand N 1roubled, Pf, xxx, 7. 
of tel 14. When we have given up ourſelves 
e righ-W to God, let us comfort our ſouls, that 
God is our God; when riches-and trea- 
ſpeech I ſures, and men, and our lives fail, yet 
It will God is ours; we are now God's Davids, 
ſonable and God's Paul's, and God's Abrahams ; 
to u if ve have an ee being in him, 


* (his, u 15. A ſpecial cauſe of too much de. 


jection, is want of resolution in good 
name br things, when we halt in religion; for as 
pirit off halting is a deformed and troubleſome 
them: geſture; fo in religion, halting is always 
of groe joined with trouble and diſquiet. 
186. God hath made the pooreſt man 
that is, govenor of himſelf; and hath ſet 
judgment to rule againſt paſſion, and 
conſcience againſt fin; therefore reaſon 
nl hould not be a flave to paſſion, | 
17. It is the pecular wisdom of a 
chriſtian, to pick arguments out of his 
worſt condition, to make him thankful ; 


45 
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aud if he be thankful, he will be joyful z 
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us the bleſſings of this life, but he give") 


we ſhould lay all at his feet, and ſay, 1 


| * all our itcctiom are ſet upon him 
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and ſo long as he be joyful, * 


18. God hath made kineelf ouns, and 
therefore i it is no preſumption to challenge 
him to be our God : when once we have 


intereſt in God, he thinks nothing too fs 


good for us; he is not ſatisfied in giving 


himſelf to be ours. 
19. As we receive all from God, ſo 


will not live in a courſe of fin, that 
will not ſtand with the favor of my God; 
for he will-not lodge in the henry tht 
hath a purpose to ſin. 

20. God's le have ſweet inter- 
course with God in their callings ; when elf 
we look for comfort, we ſhal find it 
either in hearing, reading, or praying 
&c. or elſe in our callin 
21. We glorify God when we exal | 
him in our — above all creatures ini 
the world; when we give him the highed 

3 in our love, and in our joy; at 


DLVINE MEDITATIONS. . v1 
zur greateſt This is ſeen alſo by op- 
1 3 will not offend Go 
for any creature; when we can aſk our 
affeftions, Whom have I in heaven but thee? 
22. There is no true zeal for God's 
glory, but it is joined with true love to 
men: therefore let men that are violent, 
injurious, and inſolent, never talk of 
glorifying God, ſo long as they diſpiſe 
he meaneſt of men. e 
23. If we do not find ourſelves the 
that people of God's delight, let us attend 
upon the means a qty ae | 70 wait 
od's good time, and not fland diſputin 
derha gout hath not a purpoſe to — | 
ne; 6 zealous in obedience, caſt thy. 
ſelf into the arms of ( hriſt, and ſay, II 
periſh, I will periſh here. © + 
24. The love of God in Chriſt, is 
Not barren kindness; it is a love that 
reaches from everlaſting to everlaſting; 
from love in chooling, unto. love in glo- 
lying ve. In all\ the miſeries of the 


f the Lord will ſcatter all, 


— 
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old, ne beam of this loving kindneſs | 
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: _ is a ſpring, it discovers itſelf | 


69% bat © Chid- of Gai never give 
over: r 
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22 DVVIHE MEDITATIONS: 

25. Our defires are holy, if they | ec 
exerciſed about ſpiritual thing.. DavidÞohat 
defires not to be great, to be rich in t. . 7 
world, or to have power to be reveng ft 
upon his enemies; but that he may due . 21 
in the houſe of the Lord, and enjoy h 
ordinances there, Pf. xxvii. 4. 

26. Deſires ſhew the frame of t 
foul more than any ching. As wt 


that ariſe; fo che breathing 

theſe defires ſhews, that there is a pin 
of grace in the heart. 
27. Deſires ſpring from the wil, | 
the will being as the whole man, it move 
all other powers to do their duty, and 1 
ſeek for the accompliſhing what | 
deſires. Thoſe therefore that pre 
they have good deſires, and yet neglet 
all means, and live ſcandaloully, this | 
25. An hypocrite will not pray' 


1 in t . The Lord will fulfil the — 
1 fear him, P.. cxlv. 19. be 
29. Prayer doth exerciſe all the graces 
f the Spirit; we cannot pray, but our 
aich is exerciſed, out love, our patience, 
hich makes us ſet a high price upon 
nat we ſeek aſter, and to use it well. 
30. God takes it unkindly if we weep 
ico much, and over-grieve for the loſs of 
ing wife, child, or friend, or for aby croſs 
1 the things of this life; for it is à fign 
ne fetch not that comfort from him, which 
e ſhould and may do; nay, though our 
Sceping be for our fans, we mult keep a 
Moderation in that; we muſt with one 
pretenye look upon our ſins, and with the other 
ok upon God's mercy in Chriſt ; and 


uch mare mult the other. . 
31. The religious aſfections of God's 
le are mixed, ſor they mingle their 
y with weeping, and their weepin 
With joy; whereas a carnal man's, are 


Fcrefyre if the beſtgriefmuſt be moderated, | 
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ſimple ; if he rejoices, he is mad; if | 
is forrowful (unleſs it be reſtrained) i 
finks him; but grace always tempers d 


e b 
ortd, 
$34, 
joy and ſorrow of a chriſtian; becauſe With ſi 
th always ſomething to joy in, an{{Wace \ 
ſomething for which to grieve. {W bave 
32. We are members of two world ted 


now whilſt we live here, we muſt uſe ii c 

world; for how many things doth thi auſe 

poor life of ours need: we are paſſin r di 

away, and in this paſſage of ours w the 

muſl have neceſſaries; but yet we mulff$'2c<5- 
uſe the world as if we uſed it not ; fff”) chi 

there is great danger, leſt our affefticaſſſ®"®fy | 

vine | 


cleave to the things of this present life, 

33. It is a meanneſs of ſpirit in 
chriſtian to be over-joyful, or over-grieve 
for things worſe than ourſelves : Fon 
hath any grace, all the world is inferic K 
to him; and therefore what a poorneß Mr at 
ſpirit is it to be over· joy ful or oyer midi]. 7 * 
grieved, when all things are fading, will. © 
vaniſh ſo ſoon away: let us therefore ball Ki 
continually in our minds, that all M 
; f | / FITS 1 * 64 
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, 


if eee below are ſubordinate to the upper 
ed 5 orld. ; 8 
- 34. A ſincere heart that is burthened . 


ith ſin, deſires not heaven ſo much, as the 
lace where he ſhall be free from ſin, but 
o have the image of God and Chriſt per- 
fied in his ſoul; and therefore a ſincere 
irit comes to hear the word, not ſo much 


ſe | 
h thillfÞccuuſe an eloquent man preacheth, as to 
allin ear divine truths, becauſe the evidence 
u wil! [be ſpirit goes with it to work thoſe 
, mulF'aces- You cannot till a child with 


ny thing but the breaſt, ſo you cannot 


cho tsfy the deſires of a chriſtian, but with 

lie. Nirine truths, as Z/a. xxvi. 8. The defere 

our ſouls is to thy name and to the 
. Memembrance of thee, 


35, There are a thouſand things that 
y hinder good ſucceſs in our affairs, 
WV bat man can apply all things to a- fit 
ue, and remove al things that may 
: Winder it? Who can obſerve persons, 
Pc nes, places, advantages, and diſadvanta- 
nd when we fee theſe things, there is 


turally a paſſion that robs us of our = | 
C 1 


3 DIVIAS MEDITATIONS, 
knowledge; as when 8 may ſees any d 
r, there is ſuch a fear or anger, that 
in a miſt; ſo that unleſs give 
icular ſucceſs, there is none, Ag | 
3s in the frame of a man's, body, it fant 
7 many joints 3 if any of theſe be « 
frame, it hinders all the reſt. 
36, If we will hold out, becauſe 1 
error 18 in want of apprehenſion d 
the miſeries we are in by nature,) let 
labor therefore to have our hearts bro] 
more and more. Upon this fault it wil 
chat the ſtony ground ſpoken oi in d 


l, w 3 therefore it 


riſtian policy to ſuffer our ſoul to 


bumbled as deep es poſſible may be, Me! 
there may be mould enough, otberwil |. 


there may be a great joy in divine tut 
and they may be comfortable; but 

Will be ſucked up like dew when. perſec 
tion comes, and the word be unfruus 

0 37. What 1s the reaſon that On 
children fink not to hell When treu 
are upon them? Becauſe they have 
inward preſence ſſrengihening themy 
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Holy Ghoſt helps owe infiratities, 
„ot only to pray, but to bear croſſes, 
ring them with ſome views of God 
racious countenance : for what ſupports 
r faith in prayer, but inwaid ftrength 
om God. * * 
38. In proſpe 1 9 or ome de- 
verance, is the Saen time for 
Wccauſe then our ſpirits are raised up and 
heered in the cds of God's — | 
the'greater the croſs is from which we 
e 3 — — xaos 
its be enla to praise i . Ha 
30. When we receive any good to 
ue fouls, Or to our bodies, whoever ig 
e inſtrument, let us look to the princi- 
al; as in the gifts we receive, we look 
ot to him that brings, but to him who 
at them. r 
40. Take heed of Satan's poljey, that 
od hath forgotten me, becauſe: I um 
Wow in extrenmty; nay, rather God l 
en ſhew mercy, for is the ſpeci 
ime of mercy ; therefore beat back | 
th his own weapons. pet 255 
Þ | 
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41. Whatzcever God takes away fu 4 
his children, he either ſupplies it with tbe 1 
much greater favor, or elſe with ſtrengd{than 
to bear itz God gives charge to athers wiſſſſhou! 
take care of the fatherleſs and widow, unWdilri 
will he negle& them himſelf? are a 

42. That is ſpiritual knowledge whicWting, 
alters the taſte and reliſh of the ſoul j ſbe m 


we muſt know there is a bitter oppoſiti 


in our nature againſt. all ſaving truth (cart 
there is a contrariety between our natu Abe ſh. 
and that doctrine which teaches us that 44 


muſt deny ourſelves, and be ſaved by andFthat 
ther ; therefore the ſoul muſt firſt be broughMWchild 
to reliſh, before it can digeſt ; chere muff ral 
be firſt an holy harmony between our nu let us 
ture and divine truth. 

43. If we will walk aright in God\'epell 
ways, let us have heaven daily in our ex where 
and the day of judgment, and times 
come; ſo faith will ſteer the courſe of i 


lives, and breed love in the uſe of 47 
means, and patience to paſs under v when 
conditions: us have our eye wit * W( 

ther e 


Moses, upon him that is inviſible, i, 
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44. A man may know that he loves 
ich be world, if he be more careful to get 
dan to uſe it; we are but Ntewards, and 
ſhould conſider, I muſt be as careful in 
diſtributing as in getting; for when we 
are all in getting, and nothing in diſtribu- 
ting, this man is a worldling : though he 
be moderate in Eu without wronging 
en man, yet the world hath gotten his 
heart, becauſe he makes not that uſe of it 
he ſhould, | | 
45. It is as fooliſh a conceit to think 
that we can fit ourſelves for grace, as if a 
child in the womb could forward its na- 
tural birth; if God hath made us mens 
et us not make ourſelyes Gods. 
46. As natural life preſerves itſelf 
God eepelling that which 1s contrary to it; 
ur eve where the life of grace is, there 1s a prin- 
ime Meiple of (kill, of power, and ſtrength to 
» of cuff 'epel! that which is contrary, 
47. It is the nature of the foul, that 
wen it ſees a ſucceſſion of better things, 
„ig be world ſeems cheap; when it ſoes ano- 
ther condition not liable to change, then 
cg 
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it hath a fanfified judgment to eſleen 
things as they are, and f© it over-comn 
the world. n 
48. In the covenant of grace, Ca 
intends the glory of his grace above 
Now faith is fit for it, becauſe it hath 
uniting virtue to knit us to the Medigtoh 
and to lay hold of a thing out of ourfelva 
it empties the ſoul of all conceit of wort 
| oo age, or yg in the ang 
aud ſo it gives all . to 
Chil 8! Is gior 7 


let us much more be afbald to think Belt 
God j thetefore we ſhould Rifle all 
coriceits in the very conception, in 
"ny riling t let them be uſed as 
and traitors, be ſmathered at the firſt, 
30. The heart ef man, till he be 6 
liever, is in 8 wavering condition 4 
never at quiet ] it is the happiness of 
ereature 1 be (aviefied, and to haves? 
for perplexity makes @ man Misere 
If man have but a little ſeruple in 
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onſcience, he is like a ſhip in the ſea 
oſſed with contrary winds and cannot 
ome to the haven, | 
51, The righteouſneſs of works leaves 
he ſoul in perplexity ; that righteouneſs 
hich comes by any other means than by 
1 Chriſt, leaves the foul unſettled, because 
the law of God promiſeth life only u 
bſolute and perſonal performance. Now 
ihe heart of man tells him, that this he hath 
not done; ſuch and ſuch duties he hath 
omitted; and this breeds perplexity bo- 
cauſe he hath not any ſupport, 
= 52 Glory follows | z hot as 
Wie day follows the night, but as the ſpring 
follows the Winter; for the winter pre- 
if pores the earth for“ the ſpring 10 do 
— fandtified, prepare the foul for 
dern | 

03, Thie life is not @ life for the body 
bu for the foul, and therefore the foul 
Would ſpeak to the body 1 if thou moveſt 
1 to fulfil thy defies now, theu wilt 
wall ole me and thy felt hereeſter ! but if the 
body be given up 10 hiſt, then the ſoul 
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Will. Aa word for it in heaveny 

9 wk A of mine in the gn 

in yonder world, that did faſt for me aul 
pray with me: it will ſpeak for it as Pf 
raoh's butler to the king pgs 16.7 
54. Afflictions make a di 


ſeparation between the ſoul and ſin: iti 
not a ſmall thing that will work fin uu 
of the ſoul ; it wuſt be the ſpirit of bun 
ing, the fire of affliction ſanified 3 heave 
is for holineſs, and all that is contrary 

holineſs, affliction works out, and ſo frame 
the ſoul for further communion with God 


55, When the ſoul admires ſpirit 
things, it is then a holy frame, and ſo/loty 
it will not ſtoop to any baſe comkt 
We ſhould therefore labor to keep . 
ſouls in u ſlate of holy admiration. 
36. All thofe whom Chrill ſave 
virtue of his merit, to hem be dif 
their wretched condition, and influ 
thereof u better to be attained j he . 
by whom we are and Jt 
what, and unte What condition | 
Spirit Informing ws theroughly thay G 


vorce ang 
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ters into covenant wich us 
— N : . 

ritual duties are as * w 
ſh * as fire to water; but us. 
ntment makes the members nimble and 
Irong, ſo where the Spirit of God is in 
y man, it makes him nimble and ſtrong, 
d cheerful to good duties; but when 
e are drawn to them as a bear to the 
lake, for fear, or by an inbred natural 
uſtom, this is not from the $piritz for 
here the Spirit is, there duties are per- 


| Joh med without force, oi fear, of vain hope, 


it || the wheels to gry 


\ child needs no extrinſical motion to 
nake him pleaſe his father, becauſe it is 
bred and natural to him, 

58, As the weights of « clock make 
ſo artificial ehriſtians 
e moved with things without them 
if they — — 1 prineiple to 


uke them d 

der the vp of Oc 0a E. Na a 
id of natural freedom 

bY As the woman in (he law; when 
was foreed by any many if the eried 
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out, was then blameleſs; ſo if we un 
edly cry unto _ and aries of o 
- eorruptions, . are 100 ſtrong {i 
us, this will a ma ya our hearts that 
are not hypocntes, 

60. Good duties come en ot 
ghriſtings as fire out of a flint ; but the 
for from a Child of God, as water out eſ 

; yet becauſe there is flelh inthe 

1 ſpirit, therefore every duty u 
N out of the fire: and yet then. 
is a liberty, becauſe there is a prineipl 
in them that teſiſt the len. 

+ Gl, God's children are hindred in go 
— by an inevitable weakneſs in n6tu 

—— with drowſineſs 3 thereſt 
the ſpirit may be willing when the fle 
is weak, "1 we ſtrive therefore again 
this deadnens and dullnes, ym is read 
to make excuſe for us, (if the heapt 

10 go 4 he did for his ditviples, | 

child of God iy the 
freeman, — the beſt ſepvant, eve 
Chill was the beſt fervent, yet l. 


fy free ond the gester portion way 
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h of his Spirit, the freer difpoſuion he 
h to ſerve every one im love. 
63. Sight is the nobleſt ſanſe, it is 
ick, it can ſee from earth to heaven in 
moment; it is large, it can feo tas he- 
iſpbere of the heavens with one view 
is ſure and certtin, for in hearing we 
y be deceived; and laſtly, it is the 
lt affecting ſenſe: even © is faith the 
* the largeſt, the molt certain, and 
ſt affecting: is like an eagle in the 
ine ouds; at one view it fees Chiift in 
een, and looks down upon the world; 
eee backwards and forwards; it fees 
ings paſi, 8 to ce; and 


refore it is that this grace is expreſſed 


64, A 2 coveri — 4 
hon git . zone was 

mew the women were veiled g another 
Wu obſcurity, and therefore was ghe veil 
\ Moſey' face, Both theſe are n&Wtnken 
way in Chrill 1 for weſerve Goda 
Na ſpouſe her hufband y we ure fi 


ſulJeGiong but not Cervile ] and now 
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alſo with open face, we behold the % 
of the Lord; we behold the things then at 
ſelves, they are now clearly laid open, ti like 
veil is taken away. . Wy 
65, Our happineſs conſiſts in demi 
ſubordination and conformity to Chr. co. 
and therefore let us labour to carry ou... \, 
ſelves as he did, to his Father, to Man. 
friends, to his enemies, In the dem Miihe. 
his fleſh, he prayed whole nights to M the 
Father. How huly and heavenly-ming@,,,. 
ed was he, that took occaſion from vine 66. 
and ſlones, and ſheep, to be heavenly 
minded]; and when he roſe from the dea ſurſel 
his talk was only of things concerning M ſin 
kingdom of God, for his earriage to il... 3 
friends, He would not quench t 
Jſmoaking flux, nor break the bruiſa.; 
read, he did not caſt Peter in the u Uf 
with his denial ; he was of a winning aui b. 
gaining diſpoſition to all, for Ins rug dud 
do hiMenemics; he did not call for il 67. 
from heaven: to deſtroy them, but thay. fal 
many tears for them that ſhed his Þioo lig 
0 eruſalem, Sc. and upon the 0 irth, - 


divine MentfarioOns, of 
: her forgive them for they know not 
3 en wo es ſo that if we will be mind- 
like unto Chriſt, conſider how he carried 
unſelf to his Father, to his friends, to his 
ies, yea to the devil himself. When 
comes to us in wife, children, friends, 
e. we muſt do as Chriſt did, ſay to 
nan. get thee hence; and when we deal 
ich thoſe that have the ſpirit of the devil 
them, we muſt not render reproach for 
proach, but anſwer them, It is written, 
66, When we find any grace wrought 
us, we ſhould have a holy eſteem of 
e cen rſelves, and ſay, when we are tempted 
on; What! 1 that am an heir of hea» 
e, a king, a conqueror, a ſon of God 
freeman, ſhall 1 debaſe myſelf? God 
With put a crown upon my ſoul, and ſhall 
” aſl my crown into the mire? no, I 
Will be more honorable, Theſe are no 
oud thoughts, but befiting our Me. 
uh 67. Thoſe that have ey&'dazzleUwith 
te falſe luſtre of the World, Want fpiri- 
ih light: Chriſt himſelf when here upon 
inh, lived a concealed life, only at cer. 

— : 
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tain times ſome beams. broke out: 5 
It comfort us, that our glory is hid 

Chriſt, now it is clouded with the mal 
of wicked men, and with our own in 
mities: but let us comfort ourſelves w 
this, chat we are glorious in the eye 
God, and his holy angels. | 

68. As children after a fit of ſick 


grow much; ſo God's children gr 
eſpecially after their falls ; ſometime 
humility, ſometimes in patience ; a 
may obſerve in plants and herbs, 


row at the root in winter, in the led 
uminer, and in the ſeed in autumn: 
chriſtians appear. ſometimes humble, ſo 
times ſpiritual and joyful, and ſomei 
they grow in {| del exc 

69. That which we drew from the 


Adam, was the displeaſure of God; but! 


draw from the ſecond Adam the favor 
Goc; from the firſt Adam we drew c 


y WI 
refor 


ruptlön, from the ſecond Adam we dier, 


grace; from the firſt Adam we de 
miſery and death, and all the miſenies 1 
follow death; we draw from the ſec 


gr 


u in 
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Jam, life and . whatſoever we 


r did from the firſt dam, we have it re- 
he mi red more abundantly in the ſecond. 
wn ini 70. Grace makes us glorious, becauſe 


Nuts glory upon the ſoul ; carries the 
— 4 things; tramples 
world under her feet; it prevails 
anft corruptions that foil ordinary men. 
man is not more above beaſts, than a 
riſtian is above other men. 
71. It is an evidence that we are par- 
ers of God's grace, if we can look 
on the lives of others much better than 
u, and love and eſteem them ylorious. 
man may ſee grace in others with a 
ignant eye; for natural men are ſo 
in. glorious, that when they ſee the lives 
other men _—_— —_ _ of 
tation, they darken them z that 
y will noe inns they will Jefame; 
drew Ercfore when perſons can fee grape in 
we ders, and honor it in them, it is a ſign they 
ve deiſe grace themſelves, Men can endure 
ſeries od in Books, and to hear good of men 
he ſect _ dead, but they cannot endure 
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good in the lives of others to be in tha 
eyes, eſpecially when they come to cd 
pare themſelves with them, they love n 
to be out- ſhined. 
72. As the ſun goes his courſe, thou 
we cannot ſee it move; and as plantsa 
herbs grow, though we cannot perce 
them grow; even ſo it follows not that 
chriſtian grows not, becauſe he cannot fee !! 
himself grow ; nay, if believers decay i 
their firſt love, or in ſome other grac 
yet another grace may grow and ineres 
as their humility, their broken-hearte: 
neſs ; ſometimes ſeem not to grow in 
branches when they may grow at the roof 
upon a check, grace breaks out more ; ui 
we ſay after a hard winter, there uſual 
follows a glorious ſpring” 
79. God's children never hate ec 
ruption more, than when they have be 
overcome by corruption; the beſt me 
living have corruptions which they 
not till they break out by temptayion 
Now when these corruptions are wad 
known to us, it ſtirs up our hatred, i 
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uted ſtirs up endeavour, and endea- 
our revenge, ſo that God's children 
ould not be diſcouraged for their falls, 
74. When the truth of grace is 
rought in a chriſtian, his deſires go be- 
ond his ſtrength, and his prayers are 
werable to his deſires, hereupon 
is that young chriſtians often call their 
ate in queſtion, becauſe they cannot 
ring heaven upon earth, because they 
nnot be perfect; but God will have us 
pend upon him for increaſe of grace, 
da daily expectation. | 
75, Chriſt is our pattern, whom we 
uſt ſtrive to imitate; it is neceſſary that 
r pattern ſhould be exatt, that ſo we 
ight ſee our imperfections and be hum- 
ed for them, and live by faith for our 
ntfcation, 
76. Conſider Chriſt upon the croſs 
1 * perſon, that when he was eru- 
id, and when he died for my ſins; 
ad this knowledge of *Chriſt will be a 
cifying knowledge; this will ſtir up 
* to uſe my corruptions, as my 
d 
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ſins uſed Chriſt; as he hated my fin, fi 
it will work the ſame diſpoſition in me, 
to hate this body of death, and to uſe l 
as it uſed Chill as we ſee this clearly, 
it will conform us to Chriſt, 

77. With our contemplation, let u 
join this kind of reaſoning; God fo hated 
pride, that he became humbled to th 
death of the croſs, to redeem me from it; 
and ſhall I be proud ? and when we ut 
ſlirred up to revenge, conſider that Chil 
prayed for his enemies; when we ar 
tempted to diſobedience, think Got 
in my nature was obedient unto death; 
and ſhall I ſtand upon terms ? and when 
we grow hard-hearted, conſider Chi 
became man, that he might ſhew boweh 
of mercy : let us reaſon thus when ve 
are tempted to any fin, and it will be: 
means to transſurm us into the likenel 

of Chriſt. dpirit of 
78. When we ſee God blaſphemed"d mak 
or the like, let us think how wou Lydia, 
Chriſt ſtand affected, if he were here u it w. 
when he was here upon earth, how 2 ich his 


xampl 
here 1 
ly an 
id to © 
} let tl 
ight ta 
80. 
nicken 


us was he againſt profaneneſs 3 and ſhall 
be ſo cold p when he ſaw the multitude 


wels yearned ; and ſhall we ſee ſo many 
xr ſouls live in darkneſs, and our 
wels not yearn over them? 

79, We muſt look upon Chriſt, not 
ly for healing, but as a perſett pattern 
m it; imitate; for wherefore elſe did he live 
e m long upon the earth, but to ſhew us 
example, And let us remember that 
e ſhall be accountable for thoſe 
xamples which we have from others, 
here 18 not an example of an humble, 
ly and induſtrious life, but ſhall be 


icht take example by them, 


nicken the blood in the veins, ſo the 
dpirit of God goes along with the word 
med, Wd makes it work, St. Paul ſpeaks to 
dia, but the Spirit ſpeaks to her heart. 


here 


Je 


Divina MEDITATLONE 48 


inder as ſheep without a ſhepherd, his 


id to our charge ; for God doth purpoſe- 0 


y let them ſhine in our eyes, that we 


80. As the ſpirits in the arteries 


u it was with Chriſt himſelf, ſo it is 
ih his members: He was conceived 
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ithout the Spirit their hearts will riſe, 
hen the Word comes to them in par- 
cular, and tells them you muſt Err 
onrſelf, and venture your life for his 
uth. 

83, When men underſtand the ſerip- 
res aud yet are proud and malicious, 
e muſt not take ſcandal at it for their 
arts were never ſubdued : they under-⸗ 
and ſupernatural things by human reaſon 
one, and not by divine light. 

84, Thoſe that meaſure Jands are very 
xat in every thing, but the poor man 
hoſe it id, knows the uſe of the ground 
er, and delights in it more, becauſe it 
his own 2 ſo it is with thoſe miniſlers 
t can exactly ſpeak of heavenly truths, 
et have no ſhare in them; but the poor 
ul that hears them, rejoiceth, and Hab, 
eſe things are mine. | 
85,, This life is a life of faith, for God 
ill try the truth of our faith, that the 
orld may ſee that God hath ſuch ſer- 
ants as will depend upon his bare word: 
vere nothing to be a chriſtian, if we 
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could ſee all here; but God will have 
his children to live by faith, and 
the promiſes upon his word. | 
88. The nature of hope is to 
that which faith believes : what could the 
joys of heaven avail us, if it were noi for 
our hope? it is the anchor of the ſoul 
which being caſt in heaven, it fills the 
foul in all troubles, combuſtions, and 
confuſions that we daily meet with in the 
preſent world, 

87, It is too much curioſity to ſerch 
into particulars, as what ſhall be the glory 
of the foul, and what ſhall be the gloty d 
the body rather ſtudy to make a gratiou 
uſe of them, and in humility ſay, Lord 
what is ſinful man that thou ſhouldeſt f. 


advance him | The confideration of thu 


ſhould make us abaſe ourſelves, and it 
humility give thanks afore-hand, av Pete 
did, 1 Pet. i. 3. when he thought of 
inheritance incorruptible, undeffſed, thi 
| fadeth not, he gave thanks, Bleſſed d 

the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chih 


Diving MENTATION, ' 47 
ick according to has infinite mercy, 
th begotten us, Ic. | | 
88, When we ſee men look big and 
well with the things of this life, let us in 
; holy kind of ſtate think of our happineſs 
n heaven, and carry ourſelyes accordin 
y, If we ſee any thing good in this world, 
tus ſay to our ſouls, this is not what I 
ook for z or when we hear of any thing 
hat is good, let us ſay that I can hear 
his, but deſire the chief or when 
e underſtand any thing here below, this 
not the thing I long for z but for things 
lat eye hath not ſeen, non ear heard, nor 
hat ever entered into the heart of man, 
89, There are four things obſervable 
n the nature of love firſt an eſtimation 
cue party beloved; ſecondly, a deſire 
be joined to him thirdly, à ſettled 
Wontentment ; fourthly, a deſire to please 
he party in all things: ſo thete is firſt in 
very chriſtian an high eſtimation of · God 
nd Chrifl-z he makes. choice of him above 
| things, and ſpeaks largely in his com- 
nendatuon 3 ſecondly, he deſires to be 
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united to him; and where this defire i 


there is an intercourſe ; he will open h 


mind to him by prayer, and go to him 
all his conſultations fr his counſel ; thi 

ly, he places contentment in him ala 
becauſe, in his worſt conditions, he is | 
peace and quiet, if he may have his cou 
tenance ſhine upon him; fourthly, | 
ſeeks to pleaſe him, becauſe he labor 
be in ſuch a condition that God m 
delight in him: his love ſtirs up his { 
to remove all things diſtaſteful to him 
he aſks, as David daa, Is there never 
one left of the houſe of Saul, to whon 
may do good for Fonathan's fake} 


90. Inflrmities in God's children pu 


ſerve their grage, therefore it is (nk! 
ſcripture where God honors the 
there weakneſſes are made known: Ja 


wreltled with God and prevailed, but! 
| halted 3 and Peter, Upon this rock 
IT build my church ; yet get thee behi 
me fatan, Paul was exalted about we 
ſure with revelations; but he had i 
meſſenger of ſutan to baffet him, 
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"uy 01, It is the endeavor of an evil man 
o quench a great deal of good for a little 
; but Chriſt cheriſhes a little grace, 
hough there be a great deal of corrup- 
jon, which yet is as offenſive to him as 
moke to us; therefore we ſhould labor 
o gain all we can by love and meekneſs., 
92, Chriſtians find their corruptions 
ore offenſive to them, than wien they 
ere in a ſlate of nature; and therefore 


wy t is that they think their ſtate is not 
bim od; but corruption boils more because 
ever Nis reſtrained, f , 
hom 93. The more of the will, the more 
enious the ſin, when we venture upon 


linful courſes ; upon delibendtion, it ex- 
eedingly waſtes our . 5 when we 
all into ſin againſt conſcience, and abuſe 
t chriſtian liberty, God fetches us again 
* re ſevere affliftion 3 there ſhall be a 

cloud between God's face and us 3 and he 
vill ſuſpend his comforts for a long time 
therefore let no man venture upon fin, 


Wor God will take a courſe with him that 


all be much to his ſorrow, 
4 


30 DIVINE MBDLTATIONN, | 
94. The reaſon why ſome weak chi 


tians have more loving ſouls than mend 


greater paris, is becauſe great men hy 


corruptions anſwerable to their pam 


great gifts, great doubts ; they are enn 
led with arguments, and fludy to inf 
ir brains, when others are warm wi 
pious affeftions, 


grows in divine love, which is the rea 


why ſuch often go to heaven with gre; 
Joy, whilſt others are entangled and und 


doubts and fears, 


95. Many men are troubled wich ce 
affettions, and then they think to wag 
love out of their own cold hearts; but v 
muſt beg of God the ſpirit of love; 
muſt not wait to vring ors to Gad, b. 


fetch love from him, 


n ſhall we aſp 
towards God. 


96. When we love things baſer th 


ourſelves, it is like a clear fiream ti 
runs into a ſink ; as our love therefore 
the beſt thing we have, and none deſen 
it more than God; fo let him have « 


A poor chriſtian cat 


not for cold diſputes, inſtead of theſe| 
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a yea the flrength of our love, that 
Ae may love him with all our fouls and 
th all our mind, and with all our 
rength, | 

97, As the ſun when it hath gotten 
any height, ſcatters the clouds, ſo a 
riſtian is then in his excellency, when he 
n ſcatter doubts and fears; when in 
ſtreſs he can do as David did, comfort. 
mſelf in the Lord his God. 
98. Many men 3 in Canaan 
ſoon as they are out of Egypt, they 
Jould be own higheſt pitch 3 
t God will lead us through the wil- 
neſs of temptations and affiifions, till 
come to heaven; and it is a part of 
r chriſtian meekneſs to ſubmit to God 
Wd not to murmur, becauſe we are not 
we would be; but let us rather mag - 
ly the mercies of God that works in 
any love of good things, and that he 
uchlafes us any of the firſt fruits of 
po * b 
99. As noblemen's children have tu- 


to guide them, ſo God's children 
12 | 
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have the Spirit er. this ya 


ſhall do, and that you ſhall avoid, 


Spirit not only renews our nature, bi 
erfett holine 
Wicked men have the Spirit knockin 
and fain would enter, but they will n 
hear 4 but God's children have the fin 
dwelling in them, and he is their conſla 


leads us forward unte 


guide, | 


100, A chriſtian is now in his mind 


rity, and therefore not fit to poſſeſi 


that he hath a title to, but yet ſo muchi 


allotted to him as will conduct h 


through life, and give him a pallage | 
heaven : If therefore he be in want, | 
hath contentment, and in ſuffering heha 


patience, &c. All things are his, 


well what he wants, as what he enjoys, 


101. The word of God dwells in o 


hearts, when it rules in the ſoul, when 


| direfts our thoughts, affections, and ce 


verſations; ſo that we dare not do a 
thing contrary thereunto, but we ſhall 
es: who ſhall get out tha 
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ode finger hath written in our hearts? 
fire nor faggot, no temptation whatever, 
102. We ſhall never be fatisfied to 
ir comfort, that the ſeripture is the word 
' God, unleſs we know it from itfelf by 
own light z and it fhews itſelf abun» 
my to a believer to be ſo in caſtin 

wn the ſoul and altering the mind an 

pnverſation 3 when the word is only in 
e head, if there come a temptation 
ronger than our faith, then we deſpair : 
ke word is far off from thoſe that can 
ly difcourſe and talk of it, when they 
it only as a natural truth; when they 
Wok upon holy things, not in a divine but 


1; I: human manner, and by reaſon alone, 


103, When the word dwells as a 
miliar in the heart, to direct, counſel 
d comfort us, then it is a ſign it abides 
ere; the devil knows good and hates it, 
erefore knowledge alone is nothing; 
t when the promiſe doth alter the tem- 
ref the heart iiſelf, then it is engrafted 
| le. ; 
104, God excepts againſt none, if we 

i 3 | 
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do not except outſelves 3 therefore | 
thou, whoſvever thou art, man of won 
' Wilt come and take Chriſt upon his oy 
terms, for thy Lord and Huſband, k 
better, for worse, with perſecut 
affliction, croſſes, &c, Take Chriſt < 
_ _ him for ever, and thou ſhalt 
aveds 


oubl 
ave 
ell 
doubt 
nd a 
10 do 


Of Fu 


105. When we believe divine trulWficn 
by the Spirit, they work upon the heuW©erp!c 
and draw the aftettion after them; the hat 
fore if we ſpiritually believe the gaffen h. 
we {hall have our ſouls carried out to e 
and embrace it with joy and comfort, out of 

106, We may be brought very o 10! 
but we ſhall not be confounded ; we mafWceny 
be brought near confuſion to ſhew co fel 
the vanity of the creature; in Me p 
judgment of the world we may ſeem lone 


be confounded, but the hand of merqſÞcircun 
ſhall fetch us up again; let the depth Ming, th 
our miſery be what it will, we ſhall Mattions 
be aſhamed, | baſon, 

107. The reaſon why God's child ſilv 
may oftentimes with great perplex 


PIVIN MEDITATIONS, by 
oubt of their ſalvation, is, becauſe they 
ave 4 principle of nature in them, us 
ell as of grace 4 corruption will breed 
loubts, us rotten wood breeds worms; 
nd as vermin comes out of putrefaction, 
ſv doubts and fears come from remaining 
ofrruption, 5 

108. For want of watchfulneſs, God 


0% | 
{i 

1 Ov 
X 
Il 

ft th 
hal: | 


> tu len gives us up for a time to ſuch a 
we heifperplexed eltate that we ſhall not know 
tben bat we have any grace; and though we 


nay have a principle of grace in us, yet 
we {hall not know it, but may even go 
out of the world in darkneſs, 


gol 


ry loft 109, We ought not at any time to 
we mafWeeny the truth, nor yet at all times to 
bew conſeſs it, for good actions and graces are 
in Uke princes that only appear abroad on 


ſem Wome ſpecial occaſions, and ſo if ſome 
" mereWcircumſtances in our confeſſion be want- 
lepth Ming, the action is marred, Its true of 
hall of:itions as of words: A word ſpoken in 

aso, is like apples of gold in baſkets 
child cf hilver, therefore wiſdom muſt be our 
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guide; for ſpeech is then only 
when it is better than ſilence, | 

110, It is not lawful for any wal 
chriſtian to be preſent at the maſs ; Din 
ventured abroad and came erackt home 
its juſt in God, that thoſe that dally wit 
any temptations ſhould be caught, as mary 
idle perſons often have been, 

111. He that will not now deny hi 
ſelf in luſt, in a lawleſs defire, will n 
deny himſelf in matters of life in time 
trial, He that hath not learnt the mer 


tification of the flesh in time of pe 


will hardly be brought to it in time 
trouble, | 
112. We muſt not only ſtand for 
truth but we muſt ſand for it in à hol 
manner, and not as proud perſons do 
we muſt obſerve that rule, in the firſt 
Peter, ii. 15, and do it in meekneſs 
fear; we muſt not bring paſſion in 
God's cauſe, nor muſt our lives give os 
tongues the lie, 8 
118. There is ſuch a diſtance better 
corrupt nature and grace, that we m 
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DIVINE MEDITATIONS, * 
e a great deal of preparation, and 
ugh 2 he nothing in preparation 
bring the ſoul to have grace, yet it 
ings. the ſoul to a nearer Gifance than 
ſe that negle&t the means of grace and 
without reſtraint, 
114. Nature cannot work above its 
n powers, as vapors cannot aſcend 
net than the ſun draws them: our 
arts are naturally ſhut, and God opens 
m by his Spirit in the uſe of the means, 
he children of Iſrael in the wilderneſs 
wondery,upon wonders, and yet when 
ey came to be proved, they would not 
eve. 

115. It is God's free love that hath 
| us into theſe happy times of the 
olpel; and it is further love, that 
kes choice of ſome and leaves others, 
his ſhould therefore teach us ſound 
nility, conſidering that God muſt open 
heart or elſe it will remain eternallyſhut, 
116, As grace is not of our own get- 
0g, this ſhould teach us patience and 
ee towards others, waiting, if God at 


3 DtVINe MTA Tron. 
any time will give them anc 
though God work not y the f 
time of conviction, nor the ſecond; 
we muſt fill wait, as the man that ly 
the pool of Betheſda for the moving 
the water, 
117, He that attends te the word: 
God, doth not only know the wor 
(which are but the ſhell) but he kn 
the _ he hath ſpiritual light to kne 
t 


the! 
tſelve 
119, 
yurks 
it ho 
eh th 
es, it 
« fr 
120, 
xl 18 1 


the 


what faith and repentance are z there l mil 
that time a ſpiritual echo in the ſoul, off ; 05 
Pal, xu vii. 8, When thou feidft, fark 8" * 
my face, my heart ſaid unto thee, thi!" 
face Lord will I ſeek > Therefore mul ©) | 
men judge of their profiting-by the wo, * 
not by carrying of it in their memorial de 
but by being made able by it to bags"? 
croſſes and to reſiſt temptations, &c. hath 

118. There ſhould not be intinuff* ** 
familiarities but where we judge ment 0 


chriſlians, 5 _ thoſe _— why 
rounds we judge to 
800 be gentle and eaſy to be entrea« 


WC 
brou 


nn, * 
o 


DIVINE MEDITATIONS, 59 
therefore wrong them if we (hew 
ſelves ſtrange to them. 
119. True faith works love and then 
works by love 3 when it hath wrought 
it holy affection, it works by it, as 
en the plant is engrafted and the leion 
en it ſoon grows and ſhews itſelf in 
d fruits, | 
120. The word from the mouth of 
x 18 more aneient than the ſcripture, 
nd firſt word of ſcripture was the 
ol nie, The ſeed of the woman ſhould 
2 al the head of the ferpent. The 
pure is but the modus, the manner of 
n eying the word of God 3 this (cri 
> wolf" the rule whereby we muſt walk, 
de judge alſo of all controverſies of 
gion, and in ſpite of the church of 
me it will judge them. 8. _ 
e hath an excellent remark z „hen 
re is contention betwixt brethren, 
tneſſes ace brought, but in the end, 
words, the will of the dead man 
brought forth, and theſe words de- 
line; Now ſhall the words of a dead 


60 MvVine MEDITATIONS. 
& man be of force, and ſhall not'thew 
„of Chriſt determine? therefore | 
& to the ſcripture,” | 
121, Al idolaters ſhall be aſha 
that worſhip images, that truſt to bid 
ciſterns. La thoſe be alhamed that 
to their own wit and policy} all f 
ſhall be aſhamed that exalt them 
upon any earthly things, for theſe c 
ches will be taken away, and then 
fall ; theſe falſe reports ſhall make 
all aſhamed, 
122, The way to bring faith int 
heart, is, firſt, there muſt be a judia 
convincing knowledge of the vahity 
all things within us and without w, 
ſeem to yeild any ſupport to the 
and then the ſoul is carried to lay | 
on Chriſt, as David ſaith, [have jo 
end of all perfection. Secondly, 
ſoul mull be convinted of an exce 
im religion above all in the world, of 
it will not reſt, for the heart 'of oil 124, 
would chooſe the beſt, and when WW gra 
perſuaded that the gain in religWl of 
' 


DIVINE MEDITATION, 61 
ove the world, then it yeilds, And 
idly, a conſideration of the firmneſs 
the ground whereupon the promiſe is 
ilt; humbly 3 to it therefore, 
ther to make his promiſe z or to 
appoint us and he will be ſure to make 
good in our forgiveneſs of fin, progrefs 
grace, and ſtrength in all temptations 
dtimes of trouble, 
123, Man is naturally of ſucha ſpirit, 
tif he hath not what he would, and 
hen he would, he gives up hope, and 
akes off all; there is not a greater 
erence between a child of God, and 
e hat wants faith, than to be haſty z 
Ich men though they may be moral, 
t they are of this mind they will 
bour to be ſure of ſomething hero z they 
uſt have preſent pleaſures and preſent 
ofs, if God will ſave thein in that 
yy well, if not, they will put it to 
e venture. LIN 53 
124. There be many things to hinder 
Is grace of waiting; there is a great 
| of tedious time, und many croſſes 
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ve meet with, as the ſcorn an | 
5 55 


of this world, and many 


God ſeems alſo to do nothing leſs "ay 


perform his promiſe ; but let us com 
ourſelves with this, that he waits to 
them good /that waits upon him, 

125. We ſhould 'r to a 


tually in love, for that wherein a 


chriſtian differs from another, it u| 


in petty things; grace knows no diff 


ence, the worm knows no difference, 


day of judgment knows no differens 
In the worlt things we are all glike; bil 


and in the belt things we are all al 
happy, only in this world (God will 


diſtinctions for order ſake, but elſe 


is no difference, | 
126, Chriſtians are like to many! 


of great means, that know not hon 


muke uſe of them; we live not likec 
ſelves; bring large faith, and we; 
have large grace and comfort we 
ſcanty in our own bowels, thereforgi 
to have a large faith an{werable p | 
large riches j and though chriſtians 
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DIVINE MEDITATIONS, 63 
ugh in outward things, and often 
nes poorer than other men, yet they are 
h, for Chriſt is rich unto them, in their 
ſes, and abaſements; that which they 
nt in this world ſhall be made up in 
ce and glory hereafter, 
127, We ought daily\toimitate Chriſt 
our places, to be good to all, as the 
tle ſaith, be abundant always in the 
prks of the Lord ; let us labour to have 
e hearts, that we may do it ſeaſonably 
abundantly and unweariedly t the 
e of Chriſt will give to us the ſame 
preſſion that was in him, 
128, None come to God without 
fil, none come to Chriſt without faith, 
ne come to faith without the means, none 
joy the means but where God hath 
them; therefore where there were no 
uns of ſalvation before the coming of 
all, there was no viſible intendment 
God ordinarily to grant ſalvation, 
120. Provening mer is the greateſt} 
many favors doth God preſent us 


11 we never aſked for our being, nur 
F 


dhe Lord, and ſay, thou h 
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for that tender love which out pam 
bore towards us in our tender yen 
we never aſked for onr baptiſm 
ingrafting into Chriſt: What a mot 
therefore is that to ſtir us up, that wh 
we come to years, we may your w 
adſt a care 
me before I had a being, and therek 
much more wilt thou now have a prac 
ous care of me (whom thou haſt reconcik 
to thyſelf) and remember me in mer 
for time to come, and even through 
eternity, 

130. If God's mercy might be or 
come with our ſins, we ſhould overcan 
it every day; it muſt be rich mer 
that can fully and for ever ſatisfy i 

foul; and therefore the apollle ne 
| ſpeaks of it without the extention 
love, the heighth and depth; we wi 
words, we want thoughts to conceive 
it; we ſhould therefore labor di 
grace to frame and raiſe our ſouls tf 
and large conceptions and appro 
ok merey that is ſovereign and diving 
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DIVINE MBDITATION, 6a 
131. God is rich in mercy, not only 
our ſouls, but in providing all things 
elland in need of; he keeps us from 
il, and ſo he is called a Buckler; he 
ves us all good things, and fo he is 
led a Sun; he keeps us now in a 
ndition, and will advance us ſtill high- 
, even ſo far as our nature ſhall be 
pable in the heavenly world, 
132. The ſun ſhines on the moon and 
an, and they ſhine upon the earth; fo 
ah God ſhine in his goodneſs and grace 
pon us, that we might ſhine .in our 
terſfiors of neſs unto all men, 
_ unto them of the houſehold of 
th, | 
133, We are ſtiled in ſcripture good 
diighteous, becauſe our undevſtandings, 
Ir wills and affections are our own 3 
t ſo far as they are holy, they are the 
oly Gholl's: We are the principal in 
f atticns, as they are aQions 4 but the 
vy Ghoſt is prineipal of the holinel3 
the aftions 4 the gractous government 


die new ereature h Rom the Spirit; 
; 4 | | 
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if the Holy Ghoſt refuſeth his gore 
ment, and doth not guide and aſſiſſ u 
every holy action, we muſt be at all; 
and can proceed no further, 

134, Every man naturally is 2 
unto himſelf, not only in reflefting 
upon himſelf, but in ſetting about dw 
things in his own ſtrength ; as if he Mere! 
principal in his own actions, coming 
them in the ſtrength of his own wit, x 
- In the ſtrength of his own reaſon ; Mens 
ſeed is in all men by nature, until 
ſhall have turned a man out of ciakes 
ſelf, by the power of the Holy Gholl,{Wants, 

135, Thoſe that care not for 
Word, are ſtrangers to the Spirit, 
thoſe that care not for the Spirit, ome 
make a right uſe of the Word, TWpirit 
Word is nothing without the Spiri Wentiif 
is animated and quickened by the SpinWhat « 
the Spirit and the Word are like ii 
veins and the arteries in the body, | 
give quickening and life to thewll 

and therefore, where the Won 
molt revealed, there is moſt of the Spif 
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DIVINE MEDITATIONS, 67 
t where Chriſt is not opened in the 
ſpel, there the Spirit is not at all viſible 
n his ſaving power.) | 

136, When Chriſt comes into the 


s a el by the Spirit, then he carries him- 
kling f familiarly, diſcovering the ſecrets of 
ut du od the Father, and ſhewing what love 
" he ere is in God towards us; he teaches 
oming WS how to carry ourſelves in all ſeeming- 
wit, eglecls, and when we are at a loſs, he 
ſon ; pens a way for us, reſolves our doubts, 


mforts us in our diſcouragements, and 


akes us go boldly to God in all our 


Ghol.Wants, 

for i 137. As we may know who dwells 
Irit, a houſe by obſerving who go in and 
it, ome out, ſo we may know that the 
d. TWEpirit dwells in us, by obſerving what 
Spiri Wintiified ſpeeches he ſends forth, aad 
8 Spin bat delight he hath wrought in us to 
like WiWhings that are ſpiritual, and what price 
wi e ft upon them, Whereas a carnal 

W 


han lowers the price of ſpiritual _ 
ecauſe his ſoul cleaves to ſomething that 
rejoices in far more, and this is the 
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cauſe why he ſlights the direftion 
comforts of the world; but thoſe j 
whom the Spirit dwells, will conſult u 
it, and not regard what fleſh and bla 
will dictate, but will follow the dire; i; 
of the Word and Spirit of Gd. 

138. A chriſtian will not do eſt 
common things, but firſt he ſanfhky 
them, he dedicates himſelf, his perſon, u 
his ations to God, and ſo ſees God! 
all things; whereas a carnal man f 
reaſon only in all that he doeth; but 
chriſtian ſees God in croſſes to humb 


no 

him, and every thing he makes fpititu 
yet becauſe — OY double principle Fog 
him, there will be ſome ſtirring of i efus « 
fleſh in his aftions, and ſometimes el. |... 
will appear moſt; but here is the e lle 
cellency of a chriſtian's ſlate, that Mat un, 
Spirit will work it out at the laſt; it e fu 
never let his heart and conſcience alot pear 
till it be wrought out by little and liel 
189, The Spirit God may Wl 141 
known to be in weak chriſtians, n f oht b 


| foul is known to be in the body by 
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ls; even ſo the Spirit diſcovers .it- 
in them by pulſes, by groaniugy 
ting, complaining, that it is ſo wit 
n, and that they are no better, ſo that 
y are out of love with themſelves 3 
1s is a happy sign that the Spirit in 
e good meaſure dwells in ſuch ſouls, 
140, Where the Spirit dwells largely 
any man, there is boldneſs in God's 
uſe, a contempt of the world, He can 
all things through Chriſt that ſtrength 
r him, his mind is content and ſettfed ; 
can bear with the infirmities of others, 
not be offended (for it 1s the weak 
the Spirit that are offended) he is 
ady in bis deſires to ſay, Come Lord 
s come quickly, But where corrup- 
n bears too much ſway, there is, Olay 
lutle that I may recover my ſtrength ; 
Wh is, ſtay awhile that I may repent, for 
le ſul in the preſent frame is not lit to 
pear before God, but where the Spirit 
vells in grace and divine comforts, 
141, When we are youg, carnal de- 
ht leads us, and when we are 
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covetouſneſs drowns us, ſo that if 
knowledge be not ſpiritual, we ſhall 
hold out: and the reaſon why u 
hour of death ſo many deſpair, is bec; 
had knowledge without the Spin. 
142. God gives comforts in the exc 
ciſe and practice of grace; we muſt; 
therefore ſnatch comforts before we: 
fit for them; when we perform precept 
then God will beſtow comforts, If 
will make it good indeed that we lo 
God, we muſt keep his commandment 
we muſt not keep one but all ; it muſt 
univerſal. obedience fetched from || 
beart- root, and that out of love. 
143. It is a true rule in divinity, t 
God never takes away any bleſſing fi 
his people, but he gives them a better 
when Elijah was taken from Eliſha int 
heaven, God doubled his Spirit upe 
Eliſha; if God take away wife or ch 
dren, he gives better things for then 
the diſciples parted with Chriſt's bodi 
8 but he ſent them the Hd 


144 
dle t 
ow h 


nſel 
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144. Cod will be known of us in 
ſe things wherein it is our comfort to 
ow him 3 in all our devotion the whole 
decal nſels of heaven comfort us jointly z 
Spin. {cond perſon prays to the Father, and 
= {ends the third; and as they have 
eral titles, ſo they all agree in their 
e and care to comfort, | . 
145, In trouble we are prone to for- 
all that we have heard and read that 
we lokes for our comfort, Now what is 
dmentW reaſon that a man comes to think of 
mull bi which otherwiſe he ſhould never have 
om led io mind? the Holy Ghoſt brings 
0 his remembrance, he is a Comforter, 
nging to mind uſeful things at ſuch 
hes when we have molt need of them. 
better 146, Thoſe that care not for the word 
ſha in Cod, reject their comfort; all comfort 
it upon be drawn out of the ſcriptures, 
or cuich are the breaſts of conſolation z 
ben are bred up by education to. know 
truth, and are able to diſcourſe of it, 
e Hd t they want the Spirit of truth, and 
is the reaſon why all their knows 


\ 
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ledge vaniſheth away in time of tral 
temptation. 

147. No man is a true divine butt 
Child of God; he only knows b 
things by a holy light and life; of 
men, though they ſpeak of theſe thi 
yet they practically know them 
Take the moſt my 
gion, as Juſlification, — peace 
conſcience, joy in the Ho 
ſweet benefit of communion of ſaints, 
excellent ſlate of a chriſtian in extrem 


to know what is to be done upon all 


cuſions, inward fight and ſorrow fork 
they know not what theſe _ me 
{or how aptly ſoever they may diſco 


of them, yet the things themſelve 
myſteries, repentance is a myſtery, 
in the Holy Ghoſt is a myſtery ; no 
tural man though he be never fo pre 


ſcholar knows theſe things experimen 


ly; he knows them only as phyſi 


know phyſic by their books, buy-nol 


a ſick man by his own experiences 


ical points in 1 


y Ghoſt, | 
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148, It is a great ſcandal to religion 
it men of great learning and parts ate 
cked men, ' hereupon the world comes 
think that religion is nothing but an 
boy name, fo that withont this inward 


e Kia illumination, they never ſee ſpiri- 
e (hu 1 things experimentally 3 and though 
em | y know theſe things in the brain, yet 


in Meet in the hearts they make a ſcorn 


Peat converſation” and mortification ;' and 
bol, ugh a preacher may ſpeak of these 
. ngs exce.lently and to admiration, yet 


particular he hath no power of them 
as heart. LG | 

149. It is good and comfortable to 
mpare our condition with the condition 
the men of the world, for howſoever 


on all 


y for f 


File 


| 

ſelves y may excel riches and learning, yet 
le . 
tery, have cauſe to bleſs God, as Chriſt 
3 10 Wh in Matthew xi. 25. J thank thee 
fo g Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
* b cauſe thou haſt hil theſe things from 
ex ; wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed 


munto babes, It is good in ail outward 


cour1gements When things go not well 
6 
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with us thus to reaſon with ourſele 
Wilt thou change thy ſtate with | 
men of the world? God hath advang 
thee to a higher order: let them 
their ——_—_ ; alas they are miſc 
creatures notwithſtanding all that th 
enjoy! | 
150. If we defire to have the Spin 
we muſt wait in the way of duty, wt 
2 waited many days before 
omforter came; we muſt also em 
our ſouls of ſelf. love and the love of t 
things of the world, and willingly enn 
tain thoſe croſſes that bring our ſoub 
of love with them. The children 
Iſrael in the Wilderneſs had no ma 
till they had ſpent their onions and 
lick, fo this world muſt be out of requ 
with us before we can be ſpiritual; 
us through grace therefore labor to ſee 
excellency of ſpiritual ghings, and | 
cheap and poor muſt allthe-glory of 
world appear! Theſe things duly thoug 
of and conſidered will _ our del 


more and more ſpiritual, 
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151. The Holy Ghoſt would not 
till Chriſt by his death had recon- 
ed his Father, and after that as an 
zument of full, ſatisfaction, had riſen 
in, becauſe the Holy Ghoſt is the belt 
tof God; and whatſoever grace or 
fort was received before, was by virtue 
this, ſo that the ſending of the Holy 
hoſt is the beſt fruit of God's reconci- 
Wk; 
152. Let a particular judgment come 
on any man, preſently his conſcience 
alls back what ſins long paſt have been 
mitted by. him, ſo that this waking 
conſcience ſhews that we are all ſin- 
creatures, | Y 
153, Every man by nature though 
wiſeſt till he be in Chriſt, is a ſlave 
the devil, who abuſes his wits and parts, 
Imakes him work out his own damna- 
n; this is not the condition of a few 
, but the greateſt and wiſeſt in tte 
ad; ſatan leads them to honors and 
\umptuouſneſs, as a ſheep is led by a 
- bough ; this crafty ſerpent goes 
0 
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ſuch ſins, and 1 as in cuſtody 
ps him to further 3j Rn a 
155, There is a milerable cozenage 
in; naturally men will deny fin of 
diminiſh it, as Adam did, and as 
|, when Samuel came to convince 
; [ have ſaith he, done the command- 
nt of the Lord, and when he was 
ſen from that, then he did but ſpare 
for ſucriſice; but when nothing 
ld fatisfy, then I pray thee honor ni 
ne the people, Things we cannot 
lify, yet we will excuſe ; unſtſy God 
Wn by his Spirit, we are feady to ſhiſt 
m of, but when the Spirit comes and 
& away all theſe fig-leaves, then he 
unces each of his miſerable condition, 
only in general, but the Spirit work 
| together with. the word, ding him 
Wl confeſs I am the man. | 
— The 2 grief = for. 
ow u iſcovery of ſin b 
| n of the word Vale 05 
igment is convinced, the affections are 
| * with hatred againft that fin, and 
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where this is not, there is no convidi ill ih 
when a man cries for mercy as for in by 
this is an ai gument of ſound condiiſ d) t 
He that is truly convinced will HM ſormi- 
glad of a pardon as a malefaftor Wi whe 
ſtands at the bar condemned. in a 
157. It is the policy of the den deſpa 
labor to make us ſlight the gracious 159. 
of conviction; for he knows that whaſſWncept! 
ever is built upon a falſe foundation Mbit, 
come to nothing, and therefore he emies, 
us light the work of ſelf. examination i God, 
ſearching ourſelves; but flight this  "c h 
flight all; for if thou beeſt carelebi 60. 
ſearching and examining thyſelf, tn - 
wilt alſo be partial in thy repentance Meter; 
obedience, a, ers anc 
158, Natural men labor to quie: but b 
checks of conſcience by ſenſuality ; of the 1 
are loath to know themſelves to dh 161. 
they are, they are of the devil's ay" is, 
they would not be tormented before I full f 
time; ſuch men when chey are e hi 


afraid of themſelves ; as the elephant Mou t 
not come near the waters becauſe he Mees 0. 


nvich 
for 
ondit 
ill! 
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ill ſhape, he would not ſee himſelf, fo 
n by nature will not come under (the 
7d) the light leſt they ſhould ſee their 
formities 3 for nature is ſo foul by fin, 
uu when a man ſees himſelf, unleſs he be 
in a better condition, it will drive him 
deſpair. | 1 

159, We ought to have ſpecial high 
nceptions of the grace and lordſhip of 
brill, as lord paramount over all our 
emies, the fear of death and the wrath 
God, yea whatſoever 1s terrible to us, 
he hath freed us from the fear of evil, 
160, No fin is ſo great but the ſatiſ- 
ton of Chriſt and his mercies are 
ater; it is beyond compariſon, Fa- 
ets and mothers in tendereſt affeQtions 
e but beams and trains to lead us upwards 
the infinite mercy of God in Chriſt, 
161, The greatell ſpite of @ carnal 
1 1s, that he cannot go to heaven with. 
full ſwing in all fin, that he cannot 


joy. his full liberty, and therefore he 
ours to avoid or ſuppreſs all the ordi« 


ces of God as niuch as he can, 


S0 wir bt TiO... 

162; The quiptelſense and Tint 
the things we alk in prayet ate in Ci 
as joy, and peace, and contentedni 
Without this joy and peace, what af 
the things in the world; and in the wi 


of theſe outward thinpy, if we have hi 
Ve have all, becauſe the ſpirit of all ul 
him and him alone. 

103. Prayer is a venting of our & 
ſites to God from the ſenſe of our want 
and he that is ſenſible of his own wat 
is empty; a poor man earneſtly pours 


ſupplications and wreſtles in prayer, 
164, It is not ſo eaſy a matter 97 
as men think, and that in regard 


unſpiritualneſs of our nature compa 
with the duty itſelf, which is to draw tc 


to a holy God, we cannot endure to 
ourſelves from our luſls 3 there is alſo 
reat rebellion in our hearty agi 


enemy. When we go to God Þ 


the devil knows we go to fetch } 
ftreagth againſt hind, and theteſbr 


1 ſeth 
mumb 
man 
thin 
Hol) 
165, 
be h 
a cul 
unref 
pray. 
à trau 
lion 
d? © 
thou 
d pur 
n ren 
the p 
0 1 
y chall 
1s wil 


thing that is good; Saten alſo is a fe rn 


1 


y to 
166, 
Meth 


& not 


a 
ier Mtbtrariell, 6 

voſeth all he can; but thigh many mer 
mumble over a few ptay ers, yet indeed . 


man can pray as he ought, but he chat 
thin the covenatt of grace and by 
Holy Ghoſt. 5 
165. A child of God may pray and 
be heard, becauſe at that time he may 
a child under displeaſure: if any fi 
unrepented of, we are not in a caſe fit 
pray. Will a king regard the petition 
a traitor that purpoſeth to go on in his 
(lion, or a Lb best a diſobedient 
1d? Therefore when we come to God 
ſhould nenew our repentance, faith, 
d purpoſes of better pleaſing him, an 
1 remember the ſcripture and ſenteli 
the promiſes as part of our belt riches, 
| when we have them, we ſhould hum- 
challenge God with his own promiſes, 
bis will make us ſtrong and faithful in 


ic prayers when we know we nevet 


y to him in vain, | | 
166, When we pray, God oftentimes 
th to give us comfort becauſe we 


| not upon good terms with hint, there- 


* 
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fore weſhould ſtill look back to out lie 
perhaps God ſees thee running to tha 
that ſin, and before he will hear thee, th 
muſt renew thy repentance for that þ 
for our nature is ſuch, that it will knd 
at every door and ſeek every con 
before he will come to God; a 
woman in the goſpel, ſhe ſold all bei 
ſhe came to Chriſt; ſo that God » 
not hear before we forſake all helps 
all falſe dependance upon the creature, 
then he gets the greateſt glory, and 
have the greateſt {weetneſs. to our ſou 
That water which comes from the f 
tain is the ſweeteſt, and ſo divine comic 
is the ſweeteſt, when we ſee nothing in 
creature; and God is the beſt diſcer 
of the fitteft time to beſlow his own 
ſolations, 
167. When God means to beſt 
any bleſſing on his church or childre 
he will pour out upon them the ſpirit 
prayer, and as all pray for every ons, 
every one prays for all ; this is @ gr 
— to weak chriſtians when ii 


not | 
al f 
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lot pray, the prayers of others ſhall 
0 thy al for them, | 

ce, 68. A fool's eye is in every corner, 
that f fool's affliftions are ſeed ſcattered 


11 kno ſoon loſt, The only proper object 
7 Comthe ſoul is, that one thing needful, and 
| as (will fill all the corners of it. When 
ll began hath ſucked out the pleaſure of 
rod dy contentments they are then only 


elps Wd things, but grace is ever freſh and 


ure, Mays yields freſh and full fatisfaftion, 
and 169. Deſires are the ſpiritual pulſe of 
ur foul ſoul, always beating too and fro, and 
he fouling the temper of it: they are there- 


ag in 
diſcer 


Wn 


helle 


tae charaRters of a chriſtian, and ſhew 
truly what he is than any actions 


170. In the ark there was manna, 
<h was a type of our ſacraments and 
eſlaments, which was a type of the 


children preached, and the rod of Aaron, « 

ſpirit Me of government; whereſoever there- 
one, Wt there is ſpiritual manna and the 
| @ gre 


| preached, and the rod of Aaron in 
en 5 | | 


PIVENE MEDITATIONG: 
bee e, there is a true chu 
there be many perſonal Se 
171. The bittereſt things in peli 
are ſweet, there is a ſweetneſs even 
reprooks : when God meet with « 
corruptions and whiſpers unto 2 
and ſuch things are dangerous, and 
if we cheriſh them hey wall bring a 
hell: the word of God is ſweet « * 
chriſtian, that hath his heart under i 
influence: 1s nat pardon ſweet N. n. 
demned man, and 1iches ſweet to oY 
man, and fayour ſweet to a man in- 
grace, and liberty fweet to a man 
captiyity ? ſo all that comes from Go 
ſweet to a chriſtian that hath his be 
touched with the ſenſe of fin, 
172. It is not happineſs to {ee | 
ſight with enjoyment and intereſt : « 
are but two powers of the ſoul, un 
Kanding and will; when both theſe 
their perfeftions that j is, happineſs; oF 
ihe un derflanding ſees and the will 
the affetiigns, fo chere are theſe t 
united to make up our everlalling hag . 
3 


af 


s 


WA: 
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fety of conditions, they learn to do 
lung; if they abound, x Ah are proud 
they be caſt down they mumur and 
and are dejeQed, as if there were no 
vine Providence that ruled the world, 
177, There is through ſin venom and 
nity in every thing (without grace, ) 
herewith we are tainted; but when 
ce comes, it removes the curſe and 
es out the (ling of all evil, and then 
find a good even in the worſt, 

178. Chriſtianity is a buſy trade: if 
look up to God, what a multitude of 
ngs are required in a chriſtian to carry 
nſ-'f as he ſhould do; a ſpirit of faith, 
ſpirit of love, a ſpirit of joy and delight 
him above all: and if we look to men, 
e are duties for a chriſtian to lus ſu- 
vrs, a ſpirit of ſubjettion; to equals he 
[ ſhew a ſpirit of love; and to inferiors 
ſir of pity and bounty: if we look to 
n, 1 have a A rac to refit 

,, and watch againſt the tempter ; if we 
& tothe EE full of fares - there 
* 2 great deal of ſpiritual watchful- 
; 
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ach ene a egg If we Herm 
to ourſelves, there are required many dui it i 
to carry our veſſels in honor, and to 181. 
within the compaſy of the Ho _ ace fr 
preſerve the peace of our conſcien ritual 
ball ac: Sa naval our nd beg reby 
ſons of God, and coheirs with Ch are a 
The chien muſt diſpenſe with hin ve 


in no ſin, he muſt be a veſlel prepanWwcr © 
for every good work, he muſt refrain fn 
no ſervice that God al ls him wnto,. 
— life of a arr abounds v 
honorable and profitable employment. 
179, —＋ is the ae — 
chriſtians. Let not ſatan 2 
2 2 ngs, when —_—_— 
* do all things, rpose to do all thin 
4 .  andare — 1 do ben 
1 then in ſome meaſure we do all thing 


180. A chriſtian is able to do g 
© things, but it is in Chriſt who ſtrengiſſ nem 
| | bim. The underſtanding is our, I nore 


affeftions are ours, the will is ours 
i the ſanlifying and the carrying 04 
ft of theſe power in a ſupernatural way 
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we orm duties ſpiritually, that is not ours, 
du it is Chriſt's, | 

to 18}, We have not only the life of 
hoſt, ce from Chriſt at ' firſt, and then a 
nees, intual power anſwerable to that again, 
eng rreby our powers are renewed, fo as 
Chi are able to do ſomething in our wills; 
bi we have the deed itfelf, and the 
repaWver of doing is from Chriſt ; by his 
ain eit he ſtrengthens us for the perform- 
; cf all his commands, | 
ds vil 182. God preserves his own work by 
nent. WW: Sprit; firſt, he moves us to do, and 
ton en be preſerves us in duty, and arms 
re M a1imates us againſt all impediments, 
leavoll 183, Though Chriſt be an head of 
| thinence, from which rich grace flows 
lo bet pevery member; yet he is a volunta- 
thing bead, and gives grace according to his 
do " good pleaſure, and the exigence of 
engii nembers. Sometimes we have need 
dune, Bi ore grace, then it flows plentifully 
ue ſupplies all our wants, Sometimes 
g oggrve need to know our on weakneſs, 
aß then the Lord our ſitength and our 

* 13 : 
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=_ leaves us to ourſelves, that we 18 

now that without him we cannot ſtand 
that we may know the neceſſity of 
guidance to heaven in the ſenſe of 
imperfections, and that we may ſee 
weakneſs, ſuch corruptions, which 
thought were wholly ſubdued, (1 
Moſs, by God's permiſſion, was ten 
ted to mumur, ſuch a meek man; 
David to cruelty, fuch a mild man: 
thought they had not had thoſe cor 
tions ſo powerful ir-their hearts.) 

184. God is forced to maortify « 
fins by affliftions, becauſe we mo 
them not by the Spirit in the uſeof! 
means, God gives us favors from 
own tendereſt love; but correions 
judgments are always forced. 

185, We may for the molt part 
the cauſe of any judgment, in judgn 
ſelf; as, if the judgment be ſhame, t 
the cauſe was pride; if the judgment 
want, then our fin was in 
we did not learn how to abound, u 


ſhould when we poſſeſſed God's mera 
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186. As we ſay of thoſe chat make 
a with their 1 to uſe them hard- 


y of Wl, to ruſh upon dangers ; in their youth 
ſe of ¶ ey may bear it out, but it will be owing 
y fee en afterwards ; they ſhall find it in 
hich eit bones when they are old: ſo a 
d, (Wu may ſay of thoſe that are venturous 
as tem ſons, that make no conſcience of run- 


ng into fin ; theſe things will be owing 
them another day; they ſhall hear of 
eur ſins in time of ſickneſs, or the hour 
death, Therefore take heed of ſin- 
ng upon vain hope, that thou ſhalt wear 
off, tor one time or another it will find 
ee out; it will ſick by thee, and pierce 
ly conſcience, 

187. When God vilits with ſickneſs, 
e ſhould think (in the uſe of means) 
work is more in heaven with God, 
an with men or with medicine. When 
wid dealt directly and plainly with 
d, and confeſſed his fins, then God 
rave them and healed his body too, 
ki, ciii. 2. | 


1 | 


92 mie nn rA Tron, 
188. It were a thouſand times bei 
for many perſons to be calf ow a bel 


fiekneſa, and to be God's priſoner, th 


ſo ſcandalouſly to abuſe the health t 

they have continued ſo long. 
189, It is an art wherein we ſhot 

labor to be expert to conſider Gods | 


cious dealings in the midſt of his cort 


ions; that in the midſt of them we mi 


have thankful, and chearful, and fruit 
hearts, which we ſhall not have, un 
we find ſome matter of thankfulne 
Conſider therefore, doth God make 1 
weak ? he might have ſtruck me » 
death; or if not taken away my mo 
life z yet he might have given me up 
Iritual death, to an hard heart anc 
eſpair. | 
190. In this latter age of the wc 
God doth uſe the fame method of diſpt 
ſation as of old; he doth not ab. 
eutwardly viſit for fin ; for his gov 
ment hath now ſpecial reference to 
fouls of men. Therefore we ſhonld 
the more diligent heed ; for an ollen 


way give us up to blindneſs, to 
+ bed aneſs, and awful fecurity : which are 
greateſt judgments that carr befall us, 
forbode ſs wrath 
| 191. We ſhould labor to judge our- 
e ſho defore God for thoſe things that 
Vorld takes no-notice of; for ſpiritual 
com inward things : as for the motions of 
ye mi de, of worldlineſs, of revenge, of ſe. 
fruit, unthankfulneſs, and fuch like 
„ un andneſs towards God; and for our 
kfulne neſs in all good duties, that we owe 
nake Cod and men, ſuch fins the world 
me {not ſee- +: yet theſe ſhould: humble our 
modes; for when we do not make con- 
ne upW-nce of ſpiritual fins, God gives us up- 
t and Wome open abominations that ſtain and 
plicly diſgrace our holy profeſſion, = 
e wor 192. Many men oppoſe the power 


f diſp divine grace, and reſt in common civil 


gore when we do not duly regard the 
e to Winer, God regards not the matter of 
xald i ſervice we do; therefore oftentimes he 

| utes profeſſors or the ill performance 


xs, and mere outward performances. 
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ene as we ſee in 1. Cor, 


30, 31. 
193. Our whole life under the g 


ſhould be nothing but thankfulvel, 
fruitfulneſs, wap La oh! take 15 | 


fore, of turning the 
123 The Ne 
1 


B to aft otherwiſe, Int 


 Ghonld think, oh this is not the *. 0 
chriſtian under dhe goſpel! the 
requires a more fruitful, a more 2 
Carriage, more love to Chill 2. 
194. If wy man be ſo angel, 


a friend ſhews him a ſpot on his 

that he grows an do we not } 
him an unreaſon; —4 ? ſo v 
man ſhall be told, this Will hinder 
comfort another dr ik men were 
ſpiritually ſtupid aud proud, would 
{well and be angry with ſuch a * 


DIVINE MEDITATIONS, 93 
Cor, re let us thankfully take the be- 
ſt of the judgment of others among 
om we live. This was David's diſpo- 
u, when he was told of his danger 
n preſent temptation, as he was march. 
110 ſlay Nabal and his houſehold. So 
a i ould bleſs God, and bleſs our friends 
t labor by their good counſel” and 
ce to binder us from any ſigful courle 


uſoever it may be. 


eus. Tnoſe that gird up the lolns of 
35 v ſouls, and are careful of their wn! 
life the only ſound chriſtians ; the are 


only comfortable chriſtians, that can 
tk of all conditions, and of all eſtates 


* ortably, ever looking above. 
os. It is an ill time to get grace 


n we ſhould uſe grace; therefore 
ve may have leſs to do, When it is 
gh to ſtruggle with ſickneſs, and 
ve may haye nothingelſe to do, bir 


nder te, and comfortably to yeild up our 


vB © God ; oh! through grace Jet us 
ould e | 


— — OC — —⅜. — 
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„ee hath given and the Lord hath 
away, 


00. We have oftentimes occaſion to 
þ God more for croſſes than for our 
forts: there is a. bleſſing hidden in 
worſt of things to God's children, as 
1s a croſs in the beſt things to the 
cked ; to the ſaints there is a bleſſing in 
uh, a bleſling in ſickneſs, a bleſſing in 
hatred of our enemies, a bleſſing in 
loſſes whatſoever 1 therefore in our 
ions we ſhould not only gu 
glorify and magnify him for his 
ies; that rather than we ſhould be 
lemned with the world, be will gra» 
uſly take this courſe, 

101, Though our ſalvation be ſure, 
| ve ſhall not be condemned with the 
05 p the know of this doth 
nuke us ſecure j for though God 

| not baniſh us with ſinners, yet he 
| ſharply correct us here. By; « 
ul ſober life we might obtain from 
mercy. in Chrifl many blefſuigy, and 
ui many judgments, and make our 


thee, yet he will take ſuch a courſe 
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pilgrimage more comfortable: -thereſ xx: 
it argues neither grace or wit, thai bet God 
God will ſave me, therefore I vill /t 


ſinful liberties 3 no, though God will { 


thee, thou ſhalt endure ſuch 
guiſh for thy fin, that thereby fin 
become far more bitter than che ſwee 
fruit of it was ever pleaſant. 

202. Gracious perſons in times 

ce and quiet, often under - pte 
elves, and the graces of God in th 
thinking that they want faith, pat 
and love; who yet when Got 
them out to ſuffer croſſes, eminent! ' 


his grace ſhine forth in the eyes of ol | 
in the. example of a — aud ove 
ſubjeQtion, in t 


2 
angm Ar di mon, | 
ing aw their hearts ſome 1 | 
for the time, which incline them io 
favor, Nehemiah ii, 8, God put it 
the king's heart to favor his people 


5. P 
at al 
1 no 
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n. Xxxiii. 4, Eſau was not _—_ 
God for the time changed his affec- 
to favor Jacob: ſo God flirs up 
hearts of many, who ſtill remain 
mouſly wicked, ſignally to favor the 
| the holieſt perſons, © 7 
904, Uſually in what meaſure in the 
s of peace and. libeity we do inordi- 
ty let looſe our affettions; in that 
x meaſure are we caſt down, or more 
ply diſtreſſed : when our adulterous 
u cleave to things earthly or ſinful 
than become chaſte and holy hearts, 
akes the croſs more heavy and vur 
more ſharp and extreme. [> 3s 
05. In a combat, a man indeed is 
overcome, (let him be never fo 
ed in the world) till his conſcience be 
kt; if his conſcience be good and 
auſe ſtand upright, he duth conquer, 
| (hall be more than à conquetor in 
es ſtrength. 1 ; | 
\ 10 NG. Partial obedience is not'obedi. 
u it WW at all}; to ſingle out eaſy things 
not oppoſe bur luſls, which ute 
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not againſt our reputation, therein f 


will do more than they need'; but « 


obedience muſt be univerſal to all 
commandments, and that becauſe he c: 
mands ik, 


207. In every evil work that we 


tempted unto, we always need delives 
grace; as to every good work G0 


aſſiſting grace. 


208. That Chriſtian who is conſc 


in his own ſoul, of good intention 
abſtain from all evil ; he. may pre 
that God will aſſiſt him againſt all 
works for the time to come. | 
209, We ſhould watch and |: 
daily to continue in prayer, ſttengibet 
and backing our ſupplications with a 
ments from God's word and promiſes, 
mark how our prayers ſped, W 
we ſhoot an arrow, we look tot 
of it; when we ſend a ſhip to ſex 
look for its return; and when we 
ſeed, we look for an harveſt ; ſo lik 
when we ſow our prayersthrough C 
in God's boſom, ſhall we not look & 


hond 
11. 1 


Monte 


} 
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in er and obſerve how we 7 It is 
mt Wd of atheiſm to pray, and not to look 
we ſpeed : but a ſincere chriſtian 
ie ca pray, and wait, and ſtrengthen his 
i with promiſes out of the word, and 
r leave praying and looking up, till 
lived gives him a gracious anſwer. | 
uo. Take a circumſpet christian, 
WH whatſoever he doth, he duth it in 
one if he calls God, Father, it is with 
tion fear; and he eats and drinks with 
nous ſear, St. Jude ſpeaks of them 
eat without fear; but the true ſervant 
bod hath an holy fear accompanyin 

4 in all his aftions, in his words, — 
in his recceations, in his meat and 
th a and throughout his life. He that 
iſes, not this fear, how bold ts he in 
ied courſes, and loofe in all bis con- 
) then Bui mark a true chriſtian, and 
> ſea bill always fee in him ſome happy 

ons of an holy fear, | 

Ill, The relation of a ſervant” is of 
n conlequence, to put us in mind of 
ok den duty. If we will be God's 


J 
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ſervants, we mult make ſuch a proſeſ.i 213 
good, by our obedience ; we mult relalffunion 
through grace, to come under his {ſunt e 
vernment, obey his commands, or elſe e re 
will ſay to us as to them in 
x. 14. go to the Gods whom you 
ſerved, Therefore empty relation 
nothing: if we profeſs ourſelves GWM abſe 
ſervants, and do not honor him by ge 2 
obedience, we take but an empty 
therefore let us ſeek grace to make et! 
profeſſed relation good, at leaſt in Wd lea 
_affeftions, that we may be able to for. 
4 defire to fear thy name: yea wii thin] 
Spirit within me will I ſeek thee e are 1 
Iſa. xxvi, 8, 9. 214, 
212. In reading of the ſcripturſ yet 
us compare experience with divine dfrage 
rations, As Neh. i. 8. 47 If ye 
ou ſhall be ſcattered, and if you re8Wnſort 
= 1 ul be merciful, We Md th 
particularly praQtice this in our own Wi 
to ſee how God hath made google thi 
threatenings in our  correftions, ang 
promiſes in our comforts, ow an 
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| 213, Thoſe that have had ſweet com- 
union with God, but have loſt it, 
unt every day ten thouſand till they 
we recovered it again, When Chriſt 
ves his ſpouſe, he forſakes her not 
hogether, but leaves ſomething in the 
that makes her long after him, 
He abſents himlelf only that he may en- 
ze and raiſe the deſires of the ſoul ; 
id after the ſoul hath him again, it will 
x let him go. He comes for our good, 
| leaves us for our good; we ſhould 
terefore judge rightly of our ſlate, and 
"think we are forſaken of God, when 
eare under deſertion, 
214, When men can find no comfort, 
u yet ſet themſelves to teach and en- 
purage weaker chriſtians; by way of 
ion, they receive frequently great 
omfort themſelves, So doth Gol re- 
d the conſcientious performance of 
u duty of mutual diſcourſe z that 
de things we did not fo fully under- 
nd before, by diſcourſe we come to 
ow and reliſh far better. This ſhould 
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teach us to be in love with holy con 
ence; for beſides the we do 
others, we are much profited ourſelve, 

215, We may uſe God's creatur 
without ſcruples or ſuperſtition, as ft 
ling out one from another ; 'but yet m 
we not uſe them as we liſt. There i 
difference between our right, and the u 
of that right; the magiſtrate may reftr 
the uſe of that right, and ſo may 
weak brother in caſe of ſcandal ; fot 
though all things he ours, yet in the 
of them we muſt be ſober, not eating 
drinking immoderately, nor uſing a 
thing unchatitably, whereby others m 
take offence : for though we have a ng 
to God's bounty, yet our right, and 
exerciſe of it, muſt be ſantliſied by 
word of God and prayer. 

216. Many lament and ſay, Oh! t 
I had aſſurance of my ſalvation! O 
that I were the child of God! W 
(man) in faith be zealous in obedien 
but I cannot, it is the ſpirit that m 
enable me, But yet come to holy ex 
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cone e, though you may think you hay 
do dhe pine) ſor — times 0 K 


elves, n of holy exerciſes God gives the 
redn ent; and therefore let us attend upon 
means, until we have ſtrength to 
Wait upon God's ordinances 
ere is! be hall enliven thy ſoul, All you 
the u love your fouls, attend upon the 


reſin n of grace, and have a ſpecial. care 
nay wnlfy the Lord's day: John was 
fo ed in the ſpirit on the Lord's day, 
the V. i. 10. Ee 

ting WF 217. God takes nothing away ſrom 
ag a children, but inſtead thereof he gives 


rm that which is better. Happy is 
elf. denial that is more than balanced 
yy in God! Happy w that poverty 
made up with grace and comfort ! 
refore let us not fear any thing that 


h ſhall call us unto in this world. 
! OWN » hard, nay impoſſible to perſuade 
WEE and blood to baniſh fear; but they 
dien dope in God'that find this by expe- 


u e; Chriſtians do find with their 
le, particular comforts ſlowing from 
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the preſence of Chriſt's 1 
Paul would not have eſcaped the g 
ſufferings, to have miſſed ſuch comk 
218. Chriſt doth eee 
ſelf to the chriſtian in times of af 
becauſe then the ſoul unites ual « 
cloſely by faith to Chriſt, The - 
in time of proſperity, ſcatters iu 2 
tions, and loſeth itſelf in the on 


but there is an uniting 2 
fied afflictions, by which the ſoul (z 


rain the hen colleQts her brood) g 
his © bel - affetions unto his Father 
his — . 
and in that nature fi 9 
was ſubjett to all * | 
when we are put to difficulties 1 in 
calling, to troubles for a 
or — hardihip in Sm wet 
labor for contentment, becauſe we 
hardly made conformable unto Chriſt; 
ſuffer, then reign with him, Rom, vill 
220. There is not any thing, or 
3 that befalls a chriſtian in 
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but there n 2 general rule of ſcrip 
ſor it; and this rule is — 
ple, becauſe it is a practical know- 

x God doth not only write his law 
uked commandments, but he enlivens 
m with the prattice of ſome one or 
ter of his ſervantss Who can read 
d's Pſalms, but he ſhall read himſelf 
hem P He cannot be in any trouble, 
David is in the ſame, &c. 3-441 ;0 
nl. As children in the womb have 
x and ears, not for that place, but for 
nil life afterwards among men, wherein 
hall uſe all their members; even 
wt life here is not for this world only, 
br another: we have large capacities, 
x memories, large affections, large ex» 
ions ; God doth not give us large 
pcities, and large affections for this 
„ but for heaven and heavenly 


22. Take a chriſtian that hath ſlu- 
| mortification,. you ſhall ſee the life 
lelus in his ſickneſs, in a great deal 
patience, and heavenly- mindedneſi. 
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When his condition is much above 
own power, his faith in Chriſt d 
ſtrength far above his condition. 
223, As men cheiiſh young pla 
firſt, and fence them about — he 
to keep them from hurt, but when 
are grown, they remove theſe thingy, 
leave them to the wind and weather 
God ſuſtains his children at firſt 
_ props of inwatd comfort; but a 
wards he.expoſes them to florms 
Winds, becauſe they are better at 
beat them, T let no man 
himſelf the better, becauſe he i 
free from troubles than other, 
becauſe God ſees him not fit w 
greater, b; 
224. When we read the ſeript 
we ſhould take out ſomething for 
ſelves; as when we read any pre 
this is mine; when we read any pret 
tive, this is mine, it was written. for 


a+ the apoſtle ſaith, Whatfoever 


witten aforetime, was written for 


N learning, &c. Rom. xv. 4. 
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225. As the Spirit is neceſſary to work 
jb at firſt, ſo is he neceſſary. also to 
act of faithz for faith cannot act 
n occaſion, but by the Spirit ; and 
dre we ſhould not attempt to do, 
o ſuffer any thing raſhly, but beg the 
int or God, and wait for his aſſiſtance 3 
auſe, according to the increaſe of our 
wbles, muſt our faith be increaſed, The 
þ of a chriſtian commences by the 
ns working faith at firſt, but is 
moted upon all occaſiom by his ani- 
Ing our _ already receive 

th ſtirs up all other and holds 
y grace to the word; and ſo long as 
th continues ative, we keep all other 

in exerciſe, on | 

126, There is no true chriſtian, but 
a public ſpirit to ſeek the good of 
en; becauſe as ſoon as he is U chriſ. 
, he labors for ſelf-denial, He knows 

nult give up himſelf, and all to God, 
fat his ſpirit is enlarged in an increaſ- 
neaſure unto God, and towards the 
ch. Thereſote the greater portion 
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a man hath of the Spirit of 
more he 1755 the = . ry 

227. If we ſhould have heart 
praiſe God, we muſt labor to ſee ey 
thing ws receive from God to be 
grace, and abundance of grace unſ 
able to the decrees of good, whatſ 
we have more than nature, is abund 
q race: Whatſoever we have as chriſt 

ough poor and diſtreſſed in our aſl 
to heaven, is abundant grace, 

228, There are three main parts of 
{vation ! firſt, a true knowledge of 
miſery 3 and ſecondly, the knowledge 
enrdeliverance; and then a life ec 
able to the word, The Holy C 
can only work theſe, he only * 
of ſin; and where he truly convige 
of fin, there aleo of hole, 
they of judgment, and leads wa by f 
to heaven. 

229, That we may be convince 
ſin, the Spirit muſt work a clear 
commanding demonſtration of aut d 
a0 by nature: He takes away iht 


all 
as 1 
ov it i 
eth b 
n but 
en af 
uni 
le; 
and 
lin, v1 
| mad 


be 
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all cavils, tufnings, and Windlings; 
s when we fee the fun ſhine, We 
vv it is day; the Spirit not only con- 
th us in general, that we afe all ſiti« 
n but in pafticulars, and that ſtongly 
ot art the man. This eonviAtibr i | 
univerſal, bf fins of nature, ok Ns 
life; fins of the underſtanding, of che 
I, and of the affeRtions j of the Miſery 
In, of the danget of fin, of the foll 
madneſs of fin 3 of fins agaibNt 
„ motives, ſo many favorl, Proud 
ie atins kiel wht exculeh ready 
one, whany mitigationd,. It 1 
| ſary cherbrs, that the Holy Ghoft 
1 ud joln with men's conſeiences 10 
Nin thei confeſs, 1 am the Man. 
WO 1). 1he convincing of this Spirit 
. WH ©: known from ccmmon conviction 
ene by this, that natural convie- 
s weak, like 4 Roe thick afid 
inceth only of out fits aint he 
ind table, and not of the firſt, eſpecial- 
A fins againſt the goſpel. Agaln, 
u conviction is agaitift a man's 


it 


— er. 
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will, it makes him not the better n 
only he is tortured and tormented; þ 
a man that is convinced by the $pi 
joins with the Spirit againſt himſelf; 
accuſeth himſelf; he takes God's j 
againſt himſelf; he is willing to have 
heart laid open, that he may ſeek 
find the greater mercy, 
231. It is not enough to know by 
word, that there is ſtrength and right 
| ouſneſs in Chrifl, but the Spirit m 
2 the eyes of the ſoul to ſee, elle 
Il only have a natural knowledge 
ſupernatural things, It is neceſſary 
have a ſupernatural ſight to ſee ſup 
tural things, ſo as to, change the ſe 
and therefore the Spirit only works f 
to ſee Chriſt is mine, Further, only 
the Spirit can lead the conſcience to re 
becauſe he is greater than the conſe 
and can anſwer all inward objeftions 
cavils of fleſh and blood; unleſs therei 
the Holy Ghoſt doth effeQually apf 
what Chriſt hath done, the conſcience 
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932, The beſt of men in the eftate of 
e, would be in darkneſs, and call 
jr flate in queſtion, if the Hoh Ghoſt 
| not convince them, and anſwer all 
mh for them; therefore we muſt not 
jy be convinced at the firſt by the 
mt, but in our continued courſe of 
jnlianity, This therefore ſhould make 
come to God's ordinances with a hol 
ation, O Lord vouchſafe the ſpirit 
revelation, and take the ſcales from 
ne eyes, that as theſe are truths, ſo they 
be truths to me; do thou ſway my 
i, that I may caſt my ſelf more entirely 
n thy mercy in Chriſt, | | 
233, Spiritual conviftion is not total 
ths life, but always leaves in the heart 
e dregs of doubting, though the ſoul 
kiſe, As a ſhip that rides at anchor 
vſſed and troubled, but the anchor 
bit; ſo it is with the ſoul, that 1s 
ewhat convinced of its gaod ſtate, it 
re of the main, yet is toſſed with 
dy doubts and fears, but the anchor is 
even. n 
* 
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234. The Spirit of Grd doth f 
eohvince every chriſtian of the right 
neſs of Chriſty as preſerves in him ſud 
power of gtate as to caſt himſelf iy 
the mercy of God, 
Spirit fo far into the heart 88 ft ſhall 
betray itſelf to deſpair 3 he will let # 
a beam into the ſoul, as all tlie þv 
of hell ſhall never exclude, 

235, When we negle(t \praytt 
ſet upon duties in our own ſtrengih 
in confidence of our own part; if 
belong to God we ſhall be ſute 10 
carry, though unother man 
proſper ; and 
continually 
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foever we engage. 


236. As many women, becauſe | 
will not endure the 
do kill their children in the Worth 
many men, who will not be fh 
with holy actions do ſtiſſe holy mbit 
therefore let us take heed of murdering 
motion of the Holy Spirit, but let us ent 


God will ſend 


hops . 
therefote he a 
dependant upon Ged for 
direction, and for his bleſſing in . 


pain of child. bi 


tem; 
Jed, th 
eſolut 
V. T. 
0t con 
ſpiritu: 
will ta 
in Ol! 
make f 
walk it 
8. It 
ah tO | 
ns co 
of our 
voice 
what f 
uf nv 
[hould 
be cc 
done t 
by us 
ein the 
9, H 
and h. 


ot com 
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herti ; thai When devout affettions ate 
led, they may tufn to reſolutions, 


fo cefolution proceed to prafiice, = 
uu. This is a common riile, that we 

end Wot converſe with company that ate 

all piritual, but, if they vex us not, 


will tam us, unleſs We be put upon 
in our callings z we ſhould there» 
make ſpecial choice of our company, 
walk in cofitinual watchfulneſs, 

38. It is rebellion againſt God for 


if Wb to make away himſelf; the very 
t0 ens could ſay, that we muſt not go 
„our lation till we be called, It 
ald Ie voice of Satan, Caſt thyſelf down. 
for what ſaith Paul to the Jailot, Vo 


uf nv harm for we are all hire, 
hould ſo carty ourſelves, that we 
be content 46 flay here till God 
lone that work he hath to do in us 
by us; and then he will call us 
ein the beſt time. f 

dile 0. He is a valiant man that can 
ing and himſelf to be miſerable, He that 
gene command himſelf to eudute ſome 


- 


DIVINE MEDITATIONS. in 
at certainty will not be gained nor 
ed without it. It is the diligent. 
watchful chriſtian that hath this. 
ice, The Holy Ghoſt will ſuffer 
be in a =_ an 3 cloud, if 
ir not up the graces of irit; it 
e in — exerciſe, that is _ 

ſo faith and hope in the exerciſe ace. 
ls, If grace be aſleep, you may 
grace, and not know it; therefore 
ould labor by the Spirit to keep our 
in exerciſe, | 

(3, Thoſe that have the aſſurance of 
ſalvation, have oftentimes trouble 
ditraftions, becauſe they do not 
1 fland upon their guard: * 
they are lifted up in heaven, and 
imes call down even to hell; yet 

in the worſt condition, there is 
ling in the ſoul that ſuggeſts to 

W' it 1s not utterly caſt off by a-mer- 
Redeemer, 75 a . 

4, He to whom this pilgrimage is. 
ſweet, loves not heaven as he ſhould, 
le pleaſures of this life are ſo ſuitable 


718 Divine MEDITATIONS, 
to our nature, that we ſhould fit by 


but that God follows us with e h 
croſſes, therefore let us take in pe is b 
any croſs, becauſe it is out of bee fa 
love that we ere exerciſed leſt we en; 
furfeit upon things here below, ' bes: 
245; In melancholy diſtempem, ef 52! 
eiably when there is guilt on the | chin 
we can ſee nothimg but datkneſe, th Mer th 
children, friends, eftate, &e. Here W""! tl 
pitiful darkneſs when body, and foul, Mes. 
conſcience, and all are diſſempered; miſet 
let a chriſtian ſee God in his mature peac 
a and though he cannot live” 

night in ſuch a diſtemper, yet let him s. 1 
live by faith. a 
246. Thongh God may perſonag ©" © 
enemy, yet faith ſees a fatherly nature" | 
him; it apptehends ſome beains of be b 
fort, Though there be no ſenſe if vy 
feeling, yet the Spirit works a powell") 
the heart whereby the ſoul is abſe 0 0 uth, 3 
wich God, and to alledge his Word, Fs 2* 
nature agaitfl hinſelf, | * | 
(X1 * 


1 
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7. The reaſon why the world ſceth 
he happy condition of God's chil. 
is becauſe their bodies are ſuhjet᷑t 
ſame infirmities with the worſt 
en; nor are they exempted from 
les: they are also ſubjeRt to faſt 
groſs ſins, and therefore worldly 
think, are these the men that are 


rot their crowns 5 they ſee their in- 
ties, but not their graces; they ſee 
miſeries, but not their inward joy 
peace of conſcience in the Holy 


walking, not to do as we liſt, but 
an acting by rule. | Since the fall, 


be brought again to God by the 
kity, and we muſt be brought again 
ken 


Ich, and lead our lives upon 

nds as faith affords z we muſt walk 
ih, looking upon God's promiſe, 
od's call, and God's command- 


er than we ? they ſee their croſles, 


18. To walk by faith is to be age 


e loft our hold of God; and we 


way we fell from him; we fell by 
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10 DIVING MEDITATIONS 
ments; and not live by - opinion, « 


ple, nor reaſon, 
249. In the exerciſe of ow all © 
when we think we ſhall do no wi. ©! 
all things ſeem — yet faith | not 
God hath. ſet me here, 1 will cal n: 
net at thy commandment} let u ſure 
upon God, and ſee what he com f 
and then by faith caſt ourſelves upon it of 
and leave the ſucceſs to God, M's! 
' $50, A chriſtian bach ſenſe 4 all 
rience of God's love, together vi at 
ith ; it is not a naked faith withouff ant 
. 'reliſh, but that ſenſe and experi 252. 
have here is given to ſtrengthen fu en 
time to come; and therefore whelli = 
nave 


have any ſweet feelings, we muſt nc 
in them, but remember that they are 
to encourage us in our way, and to 
for fulneſs in another world. 
251. There is a double act of 
firſt, the direct act whereby I caſt 
upon Chriſt; and there is a reſſe 
whereby I know that I am in an 
of grace by the fruits of the Spim 


it, as 
what 
* . 

ed t. 
be mi; 
leav 


iges, ſe 
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be firſt at that we are ſaved, Feel» 
are often divided from the firſt act; 
God may enable a man to caſt. himſelf 
n Chriſt, and yet for ſome ends he 
| not know it, becauſe he will hum» 
im ; God gives the refle&t a& (which 
ſured hope) as a reward of exact 
king; but we mult truſt to that cloſ- 
t of faith, as to that which ſaves us, 
e ought to live by this dirett aft of 
k till we come to heaven; but add to 
that no man walks by lively faith 
wants comfort, 55 

252. Gad often defers to help his 
lten, until they are in extremity, till 
y are at their wits end, becauſe he 
have them live by faith, and not by 
t, as good Jehoſaphat. We know 
what to do, but our eyes are towards 
r. 2, Chron. xx. 12. ſo St, Paul 
zved the ſentence of death in himſelf, 
be might truſt in God, 2. Cor. i. 9. 
8 13 the cauſe of divine deſertions. 
| leaves his children in deſperate 
nges, ſeeming to be an enemy to them, 


dee DIVING MEDITATIONS. 
heeauſe he will have us Vive by 
and when we live fo, then he 
with tokens of his love, 
258, Howſoever things. are. in 
fight, yet we ſhould give God the be 
to tru his promiſes, hough his « | 
cowards un om to be as ta repiot 
= let us believe his word, he. 
— ſay, Lord remember iy 

y ſervant wherein thou 
— to truſt, Pſ. cxix. 40. There 
wreſile with God, for by his Spin 
their prayers he doth convey ſecret 
3 ſtrength to hu ehildren, that 
be able to overcome him and | 
niſed bleſſings w— 
254, The reaſon why many me 
the hour of death are full of fears 
doubts, and their hearts are full of 
givings, is this, becauſe in _ — 
they ave not been much e: 
living by faith. _. | 
2255. Confidence doth cen ar ; 
faith, when troubles make it the ft 
Therefore it is a — 8 


DIVING MAGUPWPLONG, 199 
ce increaſeth with oppoſition, great 
den breeding great ' confidence, A- 
it is a ſign a man's confidence is 
| grounded, When he can carry hin 
qual in all conditions when he hath 
ed to want, and to abound, He 
b a ftong brain that drinks much 
When a man hath an even ſpirit 
content in all conditions, it aggues a 
| grounded confidence towards God, 
16, None can be truly confident, 
God's children. Other ment confi- 
e is like a mad man's flrength; he 
have che ſtreugth of two or three for 
ne, but it is a falſe ſtrengih; and it 
ben they are lifted up upon the win 
imbition and favor of men; but thi 
in the time of trial fink: The hope 
lie hypocrite ſhall perifh, Job viii. 13. 
27. Wicked men depart out of this 
d like malefaQtors, that are unwilling 
o out of priſon; but Gud's child en 
they die they die in obedience, - 
dnow tet thy ſervant depart in peace 
* ta thy word, Luke, ii. 29, Lo 
L 
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be in the body is a good condition, 
cauſe we live by faith z but it is bet 
be with the Lotd; becauſe then we 
live by * a „ i 
258, An ambitious man is an 
miner of others; and if any land in 
way, he will make his way through bk 
He will tread upon his friends to ge 
honor; ſo a foul that is gracioualy 
bitious, conſiders what ſtands in his 
Z he hates father and mother, nay hi « 
| life; he pulls out his right eye; he « 
| off his right hand; he offers violenc 
: every thing that ſtands betwixt him 
his od. A . * 
259, We ſhould ſtudy the ſeriptu 
that we may find what is acceptable 
God and Chriſt, Now that which 
pleafeth God, is holineſs ; ſo doth gr 
and mercy ; therefore w ſhould ſſ 
= be holy, and gracious, and mereiful. 
_ it the will of God, ſaith the A 
= Theſ. iv. 3. even your / 
that is to be holy as God is holy, 1 
that will be acceptable to God, 1 


de in 
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Ain private, in their eluſet 3 becauſe 
ety ſuppoſeth. that God fees all 
y muſt be humbled for the riſing of 
„ becauſe theſe things are ſeen of 
lt with grief and hatred, 

200. If in our recreations, or other 
ful things we be fo religious as we 
uid, we will then have Chriſt in our 
e and ſay, how may this further me 
his ſervice ? or how may this hinder 
init? for the moſt glorious attions 
eligion, are no ſervice. at all, if not 
ve in faith, and with reſpect io Chrill, 
261 Let no man be diſcouraged in the 
ing of good actions, (though otherwile 
' may be bad men, having no intereſt 
| Chriſt :) for ſo far as any outward 
tion is outwardly good, it {hall be re- 
uded, The ſcribes and phariſees had 
promiſe of honor from men for their 
ard; the Romans were ſtri&t in their 
ul government, and God fo bleſſed 
m for it, that their conmon-wealth 
nihed for many hundred years, Let 
ole be what they will (if only civil) 
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they ſhall have their reward ſuitable 
that good they do. As for heaven 
happineſs in another world, they cart 
for it, yet every man ſhall have 
penny, 1 FTY 

262. It is u great ort in faith 10 
prehend Chriſt ſuitable to our prel 
condition z as when fallen into lin, i} 
of the terrors of the law 3 but whe 
are broken-hearted, then preſent ha n, y 
a ſweet Saviour, inviting all 10 
unto him; and thus neither ſhall CH nerc 
be diſhonored, nor our ſouls wronged 

263, It is much to be deſiced, 265. 
there were that love in all men, to 1 
what | know ; and that humiliy WW 
others 10 be inſtrutted in what they knWons, 
not. Gad humbles ſometimes great | 
ſons to learn of others that are meat 
and i id our duty to embrace the 1 
whoſucver brings it; and oftenu 
mean perſons are in{tcumenys of -ki per; 
ledge and comfort. to many tha e oN 
| ner than them(elves:;..as Agaila, 


nr 
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204, He that ſeeks us before we 
hi him, will he refuſe us when we ſeek 
him ? let no man therefore deſpair, 
ven be diſcouraged j if there be in ihee 
keight, and depth, and lengih, and 
height, u and lengin, 8 
dh of mere 0 God j though 
hve played the harlot with many 
en, yet let ud return again, Jer, ili. 
For his thoughts are not ours, and 
_ are the mercics of @ veconci. 
bode 

165, When we are under a cloud of 
prations, let us take heed of op 

r comforts, for it wrongs» Chnilt's- in- 
tons, who would not have us at any 
x to be uncomfortable ; and befides, 
n we are in ſuch a condition, we 
unfit to glorify God, for fear deth 
xd up the ſoul, and makes it 1n-4 palſy 
der; we are not fit 10 do any thing 
we ought without ſome love, aud ſome | 
and though we ave at preſent under | 
doud, yet the ſun is always the ſame; 


DIVINE MEDITATIONS, | 11 
upright towards God, it is not to be 
meſſed what indulgence he will 'ſhew 
wirds ſuch a poor finner; for though 


tell his diſciples and tell Petey ; Chriſt 
k great care to aſſure him of his — 


he had moſt ſhamefully deni 


60, God hath not in vain taken 
on him the name of Father, he fills it 
to the full, It is a name of indul- 
de, a name of hope, à name of provi. 
,a name of proteftion, It argues 
mitigation of puniſhment ; a little 18 
ugh from a father 3. therefore in all 
piations, it ſhould teach us by prayer 
ly under the wings of our heavenly 
her, and to 9 from him all that-a 

er ſhould do for his child, as provi- 
n, proteftion, indulgence, yea, and 
onable correftions alſo (which are as 
eſſary for us as our daily bread) and 
n we die we may expett our inheri- 
ce, becauſe he is our Father. But yet 
mull underfland also, that the name 


er bad denied him, yet in Mark xvi. 7. 
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of a:father is a word of relation: 
thing also he ex from us; | we willy 
also - reverence - him as a fathet, em abo 
conſiſts. in fear and love; he is 4 our br 
ad, and therefore we oughtitof 
him; he is also mereiful, yea hath be 
of mercy, and therefore we ought to l 
him; if we tremble at him, we 
not that he is loving, and if we be o there n 
bold, we forget that he is a great Gali: »nd | 
therefore we ſhould go boldly to him ed in t 
reverence and godly fear, to all | 


270. Thoſe that are at peace in 2. V 
own conſcience, will be peaceable to Cod in « 
others. A buſy, contentious, quarrel in all « 
diſpoſition, argues it never felt pence f look 
God and though many men thin m to | 

commendable to cenſure the infirmitiegl oirſelve 


others, yet it argues their own weak 
for it is a (ign of ſtrength, Where onen 
in men any thing good, to bear with 
weakneſs, Who Wes more tada piritua 
than Chriſt ? he bore with the (nk 
of his diſciples. from time to time} 
tote we ſhould labor 40 carry 
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nely towards them that are weak, 
ing ſhould raiſe us ſo high tnourown 
em above others, as to them to 
our brethren 3 in as: m thoſe 
irmities we fees ſhalt be buried with 


vi. Many will make mock of emis 
« perſons, and men of excellent — 
there may be a deal of hypocriſy in 
; and therefore the truth "fo our love 
fed in this, if we bear a' ſincere affec« 
th all the ſaints, Eph, vi. 18. 

5. We muſt take heed of coming 
d in our on perſons or worthineſs, 


in all thinks look to God in Chriſt; 
we look to as « Father, we muſt 
um to be Ohriſt's Father firſt ; if we 


ourſelves nequitted from our ſins, let 
bok at Chriſt riſen firſt } if we think 
rification in heaven, let us fee Cheiſd 
hed irh; and when we conſider of 
ms bleſſing, conſider of it in 

firſts All 2 promiſes are made 
it; he takes them firſt from God 
fuber, and gen thats to us by his 
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Spirit, The firſt fulneſe is in Gody 
7 he _ —_ into Chriſty 
of his fulneſs' we all receive grace, U 
we 620 is ſaid to be pur God, 
to be a God unto us, when as he 
for the pu of his creature, that all fu 
ciency that is in himfelf, God is 
God y covenant, becauſe he hath 
over himſelf unto us. Every: believi 
chriſtian hath the title paſſed over to h 
ſo that God is his portion, and his it 
ritance, There is more comfort in . 
that God is our God, than the heart 
man can conceive. It is larger than 
deſires of his heart] and therefore the 
we ehnnot ſay that riches, of honors 
friends We. are urs, yet if able iv 
by the ſpirit of faith that Goc iv « 
then we have all in himy his Wien 
ours to find out à way te do W ft 
if in danger, his power is ours (1 
un out: if under the guilt af fi 
merey is ours te forgive us 1 le 
want, his alle fuffleleney is ours 40 Mi 
uw If Gud be dun, then wh 
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xd can do is outs, and all things even 
utſoever God hath ſhall be ours. 
4. God is the God and Father of 
l the ele, and he is alſo. @ God and a 
ber unto every one of the elett: God 
very ſaint's Solidum even as the ſun 
wholly every mant; ſo is God, he cares 
all as one, and for every one, as if 
had but ne. | 
975, There is not only « myſlery, 
a depth in the myſtery, as of election 
| reprobation, ſo of providence : there 
1o reaſon can be given, why ſome of 
u children are in quiet, and others 
vexed 3 why one ſhould be poor and 
wet ieh; In Pal, devi. # Clouds 
win; are round about him 2 you 
tt ſve Him, he is hid In @ cloud 4 
wuſhneld and Judgment are the foun= 
on of ils throne, Huwſbever: he 
wp himſelf up in a thick eloudt 
een foe him, yet be le duft and 
on ) therefore when any thing be- 
for which we can fee no reaſon, = 
[ * mult. reverenee the Lord, 
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E 
178, Whatſoever outward good things 
have, we ſhould uſe them in a reverent 
ner, knowing that. the hberty we 
to enjoy them, is purchaſed with 
blood of Chriſt, As David when 
thirſted for the waters of Bethlehem, 
ud not drink, becauſe it was the 
| of three worthies, ſo though wa 

a free uſe of the creatures, yet we 
be careful to uſe them with mode. 
- - _— ond all to the glory 

YOU; 

179, There is nothing of God eun 
the entnal world, berauſe the beſt 
p are preſented to the heart of u tur- 
man as fooliſhneſs, Man's nature 
e all inge Would avoid the imputa⸗ 
of folly, and rather then he would be 
whted & fool, he Will Nander the ways 
Gol is felgen, Now the hw of 


5 
y 


i conftrains us and Wakes us ob 
i) ings for which the werld.duth 
ee of eur wia therefore we 


1 


136 DIVINE MEDITATIONS, 
ſhould labor to quiet our heart, 
account it a greater favor from Ge 
when the Michgels of this world feoff 
us for our goodneſs ; for when they 
offended, God through Chriſt is 
pleaſed, op SE w ee 
280. To diſcern. our ſtate in 
let us chiefly look to our affectiont, 
they are intrinſincal and not ſubjen 
riſy. Men of great 
— = — — * Hell ds | 
love. In fire, all things may be pain 
but the best; Jo all a hr Ad wo 
done by an hypocrite; but thete i 
heat * Which he hath | not: 
ſhould therefore chiefly - examine-- 
truth and ſincerity of our aſfeftion 
wards God, enge 
281, We may apprehend td N 
God, but we can never 
all the fruits of his love "will for 
ſurpaſs our finite underſtandings4 
therefore we have the Holy! Spirit g 
us to take: away the vail, and male 
port of it to our ſou'sz and then WI 
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Irains us to all holy — not as 
out of a flint, but as water out of a 
ng. The love of a wife to ber huſ- 
| may. begin from the ſupply. of her 
z{hties, but afterwards ſhe may love 
ö for the ſweetneſs. of his perſon 3 ſo 
foul doth firſt love Chriſt for ſalva» 
„ but when ſhe is brought to him, 
| finds what ſweetneſs there is in him, 
282, It ſhould be our continual care 
manifeſt. the ſincerity. of our beatu 
rd God in our ſeveral places and 
ngs, and this is done when we look 
Cod in every action, and endeavor 10 
d our whole ſouls to the whole. will 
| God, ſerving him in our ſpirit, 
| performing the works of our calling: 
n ſpirit, according 10 his ward, and 
d his glory : if we thus labor to; 

e ourſelyes to him, + whatſoeyer 

ſſue, we ſhall be endued with @ holy 
neſs, with inward peace and comfort, 


"g by his grace cattied vurſelyes 
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/ to the ſouls of men that are redeemed 
nah che blood of Chriſt, If we deferve 
| of them, will give evidence for 
; but if we walk ſcan ys they will 
cuſe us, that by our ill courſes and 
umples we drew them into evi}, and 
rdened them in ſin; it ſhould be always 
care therefore, to approve ourſelves 10 
conſciences of men, that we 

e them to witneſs for us, that | 
n of whom we have deſerved well, 

be our crown at the laſt day. | 
285, A man keeps a conſcience 
relation to others, when he makes it 
year that he can deny himſelf to do 
+ The conſciences of others 
| think thus ; ſucha man regards my 
xd more than his own, he ſeeks not 
mage to himſelf; he lives ſo, as that 
E wor ſee he is in good earneſt; 
ſpeaks well, and then makes it 

u life, Now if our care be ſo to 
we fhall then approve ourſelves to 
conſciences of all mankind, 
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286. There are many that will 3 
ſome way to divine truths, but they: 
a reſervation of ſome ſin. Whew E 
rodias is once touched, John Bapuſt n 
loſe his head, Such truths as come ben 
make tranſgreſſors fret, becauſe their coi 188, 
ſciences tell them they will not ye 
obedience to all; fome fin hath got comes 
dominion over their affections, but co 
ſcience. ſaith, I warn thee againſt thi 
and then that hatred which ſhould 
turned upon the fin, is turned upon 
word and the miniſter. - Some verni e in a « 
when they are driven to a fland, will i 
in a man's face; ſo theſe men . 
they ſee they muſt yield, grow-majicion 
ſo that what they will not follow, that il 


will reproach. Therefore ii ſhould be divir 
care at all times to yield obedtenority 
according to what we know of the div N of di 


NH will, t LETT 
| 257. There is a generation of ch 289. 
liſh people, ſuch a watch for often; 
becauſe they would go to hell With ede mir 
reaſon, they will not ſee who are bab 
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_ but .caſt 
ES 
gment towards them, 
. Gola ju i fal, and ſuch men 
ſcandal at them to their final ruin. 
288, A man may know that the word 
d wrought upon his conſcience, when 
comes to it, that he may hear and learn, 
| reform A man that hath an heart 
hout - guile, is glad to hear of the 
n reproofs, becauſe he e 
s his Bur if we 
in ng 4 
ved, it is a ſign our hearts are 
| of * corrupt men mould their 
n, and faſhion fr han willing 
a upri rt 10 
— mad had have their 
hority in the ſoul, and continue in * 
of duty, t never —_ to- 
. | er 
289, It is the: ey: Tibets to 
r to prevent objeftions that-rany ariſe 
de minds of the — to hin- 
the due reception of their dotrine 3; 
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and that divine truths 
enter into the hearty. we ſhould libor 
reliſh and eſteem the perſon, foo) 
ſurmiſes are ſlones of ſtumbling; chereſe 
both miniſters and people thould be 
ful to remove them. 

290. A man ought not to 6 
himſelf. but in ſome ſpecial re 


becauſe pride and envy in othen will : anc 
endure it; — it A Wulf of 
God's glory, and therefore we ſho! ye! 
take heed; thurdly, it deprive vs WP truth 
color tind binders the apol muſt 
The heathens could ſay, v4. ap» pr cauſe 
a man's ſelf is very diſagrecable : let Wer, Ge 


take heed therefore that we do not ſu 
our right out of God's hand, Butn 
on the contrary in ſome caſes,” we r 
praiſe and commend ourſelves; as v 
we have a juſt call tu male an apt 6 
a way of defence, and for. the conv 


cauſe it is not dee 
the motive is diſcovered to be 


them. 


201. It is the 3 


xd's children when they have juſt occa- 
* to take the defence of others upon 
1; thus did the blind man, John ix. 
| he Airy an ke oh _ 


i i = dag be _ called a 
el, yet he — that —— — 


truth; Gad hath a cauſe in the world 

z maſt be erer and mentor 

cauſe on 13-brou 

ras Pena 0 fu Ie dis 
h God commends 

f ir his ehilden ma And 

ore curſe ye Meroz (ſai ( 

he Lord) curſe ye e 

er becau 2 came not to 

help of the — 
5 the 
i curſe 


Log have not even 4 1 to 
Moi; 1-1 


144 DIVINE MEDITATION, 
— Uſually — defamers of o 
are proud, vain-glorious perſonsy i 
nin ol ſearch 2 the ſpirit of the « 
in men, let him look for it amongſt v 
. glotious teachers, heretics, and {uperſtit 
perſons, The ground of it is from 
.nearneſs of two contraries, there 
. oppoſition is the ſtrongeſt 3 ws fire 
water when they are near make the ſtrc 
eſt oppoſition, Who are ſo like to C 
children as vain-glorious teachers tha 
of the ſame ſhon? Pilate a hea 
ſhewed more favor to Chriſt dun 
 phariſees, This uſe we ſhould mak 
it, not to take offence when we hear 
divine depreciate another; for it 
been ſo, and will be ſo to the end 
world. | 29 2 | 
293. All things out of God are « 
like the graſs; when we rejoice in 
thing out of God, it is a chuldilh jc 
if we rejoiced only in flowers; afte 
have drawn. ou: their ſweetnels, we 
them away. All outward things 
common to fi.iners as well a (04 
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4 without grace ſhey will ſurely, prove 
hires, At the hour of death, what com- 
n can we have in them any further 
1 with humility, and love to God, we 
he uſed them well? therefore if we 
uld have our hearta ſeaſoned with true 
5, let us. labor to be faithful in our 
Meal places, and endeavor, according 
the gifts we have, to glorify God, 
24. To glory. in any creature What 
ver, is idolatry 3 firſt, becauſe the mind 
6s up ſomething to glory in which is not 
od; ſecondly, it muſl. be ſpiritual adul- 
ry to cleave to any thing more than to 
od; thirdly, it is bearing falſe-witneſs 
aſcribe excellency where there 1s none. 
e have a prohibition; Let not the 
ne man glory in his wiſdom, nor the 
Tong man in his ſtrength, nor the rich 
un in has riches Jer. ix. 23. God 
jill not give his glory to another, and 
terefore when N * be W with 
ut glory. whi ongs to God alone, 
| i and roy 5g - ge 
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broken veſſels, and even diſdaim to i 
them, ile . 
2095. A chriſtian's joy is right W mee; 
it proceeds from right principles, f pes 
judgment and conſcience, not from fan 
and imagination; when judgment al 
'conſcience will bear him out; when the 
is fellowſhip between God and him; for 
joy muſt ſpring from peace, Rom. v. 
Heing juſtified by faith, we have pet 
with God. The apoſtles begin their ep 
tles with mercy, grace and peace; me! 
in forgiveneſs, grace to renew our natur | 
and peace of conicience, These are ion 
to be gloried in; if we find our fins p 
doned, our perſons accepted, and Me 
nature renewed ; we may comfort oi). = 
ſelves in health, in wealth, in wife, in ei nat 
dren, in any thing, becauſe all come from 
favor of God, We may joy in afflictio fi: "av 
becauſe there is a bleſſing in the we 
things to further bur eternal happine 
Though we cannot joy in affliftion dg e 1: 
"us being cornitrary to dur natury, yet 
may in the iſſue of it; ſo that we rej 
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rght, when having intereſt in God, we 
joy in the teſtimony of a good conſci- 
ne; when looking inward, we find all 
x peace 3 When gs. of us can ſay upon 
xd grounds, that God is mine, and there» 
ve all is mine, both life and death and 
| things, ſo far as they may ſerve for 
p } trueſt good. 

206. The hearts of men, yea of good 
zen, are apt to be taken up with owward 
gs, hen the weak diſciples had 
alt out devils, they were ready to be 
ud; but Chriſt quickly ſpies it, and 
moniſhes them, not to rejoice that the 
mils were ſubje to them, but that ther 
mes were written in heaven, Luke x. 
b. Therefore when we find the leaf 
nation to glory in any thing, we mul} 
ck ourſelves, and conſider What grace 
e have to uſe them; what love to men 

have to turn theſe things to the come 
n good, For whatſpeyer a may hath, 
e hach not alſo humility, and love to uſe 
wight, it will turn ia his ſorro /. 
1 1 E 
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297. It hath been an old imputatic 
to charge diſtrattion upon men of t 
reateſt wiſdom and ſobriety, John t 
aptiſt was accuſed to have a devil, a 
Chriſt- to be beſide himſelf, and the apc 
tles to be full of new wine, and Paul 
be mad. The reaſon is, becauſe as religic 
is a myſlical and ſpiritual thing, o t 
tenets of it ſeem paradoxes to carnal me 
2s firſt, that a chriſtian is the only freer 
and other men are ſlaves; that he is t 
only rich man, though never ſo mean 


treate 
hiritt1e 
pies 
nd to 
md tO 
"me; 
But WI 
ny a 
heir ce 
1d the 
inton 


td foo! 


the world ; that he is the only beaut 208. 
man, though (outwardly) never ſo def en no 
med ; that he is the only happy man on ih; 
the midſt of all his miſeries, Now th 1 a 
things though true, ſeem {range to natuf der 
men ; and therefore when they ſee Md ei 
earneſt againſt ſin, or making conſeieſ a he, 
of ſin, they wonder at this commotion conly 
trifles, But theſe men go on in a cc their 
of their own, and make that the meal king 
of all ; thoſe that are below them are ey lab 

hane, and thoſe that are above them ey ob. 


Mernec 


indiſcreet, By fancies and affections, 
| = 
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tate excellences, and then cry down 
hiritual things as folly, They have prin- 
ples of their own, to love themſelves, 
nd to love others only for themſelves, 
nd to hold on the ſtrongeſt ſide, and by 
v means expoſe themſelves to danger, 
hut when men begin to be religious, they 
ny all their own aims, and that makes 
heir courſe ſeem madneſs to the world 
1 therefore they lubor to breed an ill 
winion of them, as if they were mad=men 
Wi fools, ; | h | 

298, God's children are neither made 
den nor fools it is but a ſcandal caſt 
* them by the mad. men of the world, 
ey are the only wiſe men, if it be well 
mſdered 4 firſt, they make the higheſt 
id their aim, which 18 to be children of 
1d here, and ſaints hereafter in heaven: 
condly, they aim to be found wiſe men 
their death; and therefore are always 
king their accounts ready : thirdly, 
ley labor to live anſwerable to the rule; 
y obſerve the rule of the word to be 
werned continually by it: fourthly, 
13 8 
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nd his beſt friends to be his worſt ene- 
mes: fifthly, the principles of all his 
actions are unſound, becauſe they are not 
lrefted to the right object, therefore all 


„ ai ts alfeclions ate mad; as his joy, his 
ep, be, his delight; his love is but Juſt, his 
ba inger vexation ; for his confidence, he 
whe calls God's love into queſtion z but if a 
ore WM fille ſuggeſtion comes from the devil, 
high that he embraces ; and therefore is he not 
judge? and this is the condition of all 


wural men in the world, 
300. True freedom is, when the heart 
«enlargred, and made ſubordinate to God 
n Chrilt, , A man is then in a ſweet 
fame of ſoul when luis heart is made ſub- 
tt to God, and drawn out towards him: 
Wir he, having all grace, ſets it at liberty. 
bod wijl have us make his glory our aim, 
hit he may bellow him upon us: true 
zl and holy diligence therefore are uſugl- 
) attend:d with the joys of faith, 

501. When the love of Chrilt is ma- 
Welled to me, and my love again jo 
(ist is quickened by the Spirit, this 
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cauſes an admiration in the ſoul; - whe 
it conſiders what wonderful love is 
Chriſt ; and the Spirit witneſſes that t 
love of Christ 1s ſet upon me, from hey 
it begins to admire; Lord wherefore ui 
thou ſhew thyself to me and not tot 
world ? what is the reaſon thou ſo love 


wlifiec 
ſling! 
mean 
ſing 
303. 
tout th 
uſe it 


me, and not others? when the ſou] h cer 
been with God on the mount, and WW de: 
turned from earthly things, then it . Vor 
nothing but love and mercy. Such gr: vlence 
conſtrains us to do all things out of | ſlron 
to God and good-will to men. goes 
302. When Joſhua curſed the || free 
that ſhould build the walls of Jericho, WW wan 
was not in any commotion or fury, er his 
in a peaceable temper, So when cure, | 
comes from ſuch a one, he is only a WF" th 
claratory inflrument, and the convei *04- 
of God's curſe; therefore every jeneſs| 
muſl not take it upon him, for men ot life, 
curſe when they ſhould bleſs, which" ch 
an arrow ſhot upright, that falls dq well a: 
upon their own heads; but thoſe ufy in 


come in the name of the Lord, and e, 
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ulfied for that purpoſe, their curſes or 
cſngs are to be 1egarded, for they are 

means oftentimes to convey God's 
ſing or his curſe, N | 
303. It is over curious to be exact 
bout the firſt beginnings of grace, be- 
uſe it fails by degrees like the dew 
xdiscernably : and futcher, there is a 
rat deal of wiſdom as well as power in 
working of grace; God offers no 
vlence to the ſoul, but works ſweetly, 
llrongly ; and firongly, yet ſweetly ; 
goes ſo far with our nature, that we 
| freely delight in grace, So that now 
x man fe great reaſon why he ſhould 
er his courſe, God doth not overthrow 
ure, the ſtream is but changed, the 
m is the ſame, 
304. When the ſoul deſires the for- 
jeneſs of ſin, and not grace io lead a 
life, that deſire is hypocritical, For 
ue chriſtian deſires power againſt fin, 
well as pardon for it. If we have not 
ſe @F'tifying grace, we have not pardoning 
ind e, Cin came as well by water io 
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regenerate, as by blood to juſlify. 
- ſhould therefore be our continual cares 
| endeavor io grow and increaſe in grac 
_— becauſe, without it, we ſhall never get 
heaven; without this endeavor, out 
crifices are nut accepted ; without t 
Ve cannot withſtand our enemies, nor be 
any croſses; without it, we cannot go 
comfortably in our courſe ; without th 
ve cannot do any thing acceptable a 
pleaſing to God. DE. 
| 205. God will be as the dew u 
| Ifrael. and he ſhall grow as the lilly, « 
| caft forth his roots as I. ebanon, Hos. 
| 5, Theſe are not words waſlefully ſpe 
for we have great need of ſuch promi 
eſpecially in a diſtreſſed ſtate ; for ut 
our ſpirits are apt to ſink, and our 
to faint, and therefore we have need 
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have the ſame comforts often re ural Mi 

a | Prophane perſons think, what ne 10% In; if 
this; but if ever thou beeſt tguchec iſe, a 
i conſcience for thy ſins, thou wilt the ; wh 
far fiom finding fault, when God uſeih (uſt g 


the ſecrets in the book of nature, 1 we 
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uſlates them to ſpiritual things, fo al- 
us of his mercy and love, 

305 God's children are ſtrengtheged 
their falls; they learn to ſtand by 
xc falls; like tall cedars, the more = | 
blown, the deeper will they be rooted, 
at which men think, is the ovethrow 
God's children, doth but root them the 
der; ſo that after all outward ſtorms, 
[inward declenſions, this is the iſſue, 
ley take root downward, and alſo 
no forth fruit upwards, for the Lord 
fret their ſouls, Sc. Pſ. xxiii. 3. 
7. A chriſtian in his right temper 
empared to the beſt of every thing: 
o a lilly, the faireſt; if to a cedar 
alle! ; if to an olive tree, the mo 
ul; And hig ſmell ſhall be as Leba- 
We ſhould therefore make uſe of 
un things, and apply them to ſpiritual 
Is; if we ſee a lilly, think of God's 
uſe, and our duty, we'ſhall grow as 
1 ſee gf ors tee, _ 
nuſt grow r in grace; an 

8 5 ſee . ln I muſt 


ure, 
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in fruitfulneſs ; when we 
av orchards or gardens, let a 6 
theſe things raiſe our thoughts higher 
a conſideration of what 1s required, 
of what is promiſed, 
308. Az it is the glory of the 
tree to be ftuitful, ſo it's the glory 
chriſtian to be fruitful in his place Wowi, 
calling; and the way to be frunful, 
eſteem fruitfulneſs our glowty, It Wnce, 
guod ſight to ſee a chriſtian anſwe 
38 and flouriſh in his ſlation e ca 
fruitful and ſhine in good W. 
When ability and opportunity, a not 
heart anſwerable, do all meet for ¶ thor, 
good; how glorious to behold! 
309. When we go about any Une 
or buſineſs, let us always aſk our ſouli 
- queſtion, Is it ſuitable to my calling. 
my hopes? but if not, why ſhould Mur ba 
it? I that am a king to rule over vill 
luſts, doth this agree with my condul 
this baſe aft, this baſe company; 
ſuch a man as 1 do this? When thi 


grace a man brings his heart to read 
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himſelf, it will raiſe Ephraim's reſolu- 
on; What have I more to do with 
? In walking thus circumſpeAly, 
ye ſhall find the cheering warmth of 
ymfort, accompanying every action, and 
 weet reliſh upon the conſcience ;- with 
mility and thankfulneſs, we ſhall gc- 
wiedge all the comfort and ſlrength 
have, to be from the dews of God's 
1 | 

310. In times of calamity, God will 
lie care of his fruitful trees; as in Deut. 
19. The Iſraelites were command- 
not to deſtroy the trees that bear fruit; 
b though God's judgments come amon 

x, yet God will take ſpecial care of his 
dren that be fruitful : but the judg- 
tents of God will light heavy upon 
uren trees: though God may long en- 
ure barrenneſs in the want of means, yet 
E will not in the uſe of means. It were 
ner for a bramble to be in the wilder- 
tes, than in an orchard ; nothing will 
ep the axe from the root but frui 


1s vine MID{CADIONG 
511. It may be obſerved that old 
ſeem not to grow. mor to be ſo real 


many — chriſtians; bus thereafon dra 

there is in young con. 

_ firength of natural parts, and ſet, 
ws itſelf, and makes u greater appeWutin 
ance; but aged men grow in ſtrength ving 
ſtability, and are more refined; 313 
knowledge is more clear, their a6. ou 
more pute, their zeal more ſe — abe: 
not mingled with wild-Hte; ran! 
though — aged chriſtians be not e fir 


with an high wind and full Iren, 
they become, through grace, more 4 re is 
— judicious, more heayenly-minded, 
more mortified ; they. grow. deeper Wi hates. 
humility by a clearer fight of their , :fec 
Cor ruptions and daily fins. - = 7 
312. In true converſion, the for nd, 
Changed to be of the ſame wind 1 e hate 
'Chrifl; as he is affeficd, ſo the £ 
3 uld h: 
alt evil, fo grou any, | 
alſo· be in — of w - 
evil, But a carnal man is r al to 
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ven from the ſheep, chat yet remains 
k ravenous nature; fo — gen that 
diiven from their fins, only by terrors 
conſcience, they are affri at ſin's 
len, but do not hate it; therefore a 
whing of evil 1s required, as well as our 
ving it. 
313. If we would make it 3 
kt our converſion is ſound, we muſt 
athe and hate ſin from the heart: now 
man ſhall know his hatred of evil to be 
\ firſt, if ii be univerſal ; he that hates 
ruly, hates all fin. Secondly, where 
re is true hatred, it is fixed, there is 
peaſing it, but b abolithing the thing 
_ Thirdly, — is a more root- 
affection than anger; anger may be 
peaſed, but hatred is againſt the whole 
l. e . if our hatred be true, 
hate all evil in ourſelves fitſt, and 
in others: he that hates a toad, 
uld hate it moſt in his own boſom, 
my, like” Judah, are ſevere in cenſur. 
others, Gen, xxxviii. 24. but are 


al to 22 F 'ifihly, he that 
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hates (in truly, hates the greateſt fin in 
greateſt meaſure; he hates all evil in j ti 
roportion. Sixthly, our hatred is rig 
if we can endure admonition and 
for ſin, and not be enraged with him 1 
tells us of it; therefore thoſe that ff 
againſt reproof, hate not fin, only w 
this caution, it may be done with f. 
indiſcretion and ſelf-love, that a man 
hate the reprover's proud manner; the eus 
fore in diſcovering our haued of ſin 
others, we muſt conſider our calling; 
muſl be done in a ſweet temper, w 
reſerving due reſpett of those to w trc 
ee is offered, that it may be done ¶ deute 
of true zeal, and not out of anger ni m 
pride. ER | 
314. All love and affociations that Wnce 
not begun on good terms, will end Neutra 
hatred ; we ſhould take heed with wat, 1 
we join in league and amity : before Wt tt 
plant our affettions, conſider the, perſoſ re le 
what they are; if we fee any ſigne Wo ir 
grace, then it is good; but if not, 
will be a rent, Throughout our wr 
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+ this ought to be our rule 3 we ſhould 
in «Wor in all companies, either to do good 
is nig receive good; and where we can 
ther do nor receive good, we ſhould 
im aid ſuch acquaintance, Let men there- 


at e conſider and take heed how they 
ly nd in combination with any wicked 
{ rſons. a 


315. Whoſoever will live godly in 
clus Chriſt, muſt ſuffer perſecution; he 
* fin Null have his nature changed, and carry 
ing; Ws hatred againſt all oppoſite courſes 3 
nd there ſote to frame a religion that hath 
o trouble in it, is to frame an idol. 
one euters in religion are like unto bats, 
hat men can ſcarce diſtinguiſh from mice, 
« flying fowl, because they have a reſem- 
dance of both. Take heed therefore of 
eutrality in religion. After the firſt 
wheat, many become lukewarm, and from 
bat they fall into coldneſs; let us there- 
bre look to our beginnings ; pure, affec- 
ion in religion muſt alſo flame in zeal. 

316. Wiſe men will do nochin 
ihout piopoſing ſome great ends; and 
08 | 


j 
* 


devil, 1. John iii. 8. It muſt 


102 Dtving —— 
the more wise, the greater are their ene 


en 
ſhall we attribute this to men, and not kir 
the wiſdom of God ? Chriſt would nevi no! 
have appeared in our nature, and hay ig) 
ſuffered death, but for ſome great ent C 


{hall we think that this myſtery of Go 
taking fleſh upon him was for 8 (li 


purpoſe ? Now the end of his com ＋ 
was to ſave ſinners, 1. Tim. i. 18, nts 
came to bring us to God, 1, Pet. ii, 18+ b) 


But he that will fave us, muſt firſt bi engt 
us out of Satan's bondage; there 0 
Chriſt came to deſtroy the works of 


follow, therefore, that the ſalvation 
our ſouls is of vaſt conſequence, uw 
this great end, Chriſt took our nau an n 
and fuffered for us. 1 50 

317, Chriſt came to deſtroy the we 
of the devil in us, but yet he make 
kings under himſelf to fight his bat 
As by his ſpirit in us, he deſtroys 
— 8 ſo he _ it in can 
exerciſe of all t wers an 
foul! and body, __ by — 2 off 
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res of his ſpirit in us. He hath made. 
kings and prieſts, not that we thould 
nothing, but that we ſhould fight, and 
 ighting overcome. The chief grace 
at God doth exereiſe in overcoming our 
op tres is faith, We fell by infidelity 
d diſobedience; now Chriſt comes, 
x ” infidelity, and inſtead thereof, 
nts faith; faith unites us to him, a 

en by a divine ſkill, it draws a particular 
ength from Chriſt to fight his battles 
inst all our corruptions. 25 

318, Temptations at firſt are like 
ah's cloud, no bigger than a man's 
ud; but if we give way to them, -= 

| ſoon overſpread the whole foul. 
an neſlles himſelf when we dwell upon 
: thoughts of ſin; we cannot prevent 
ludden riſings of fin, but by grace 
may keep them down, and they 
uld never long remain without 
on. Let us therefore labor as mue 


can to Be in and run 
1 good —e Rena Ghoſt 
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works by theſe advantages, ſo we ſh 
wiſel ins and improve them, 
319, It is hard to diſcern the wor 
of ſatan from our own corruptions, 
cauſe for the moſt part he ſec 
along with them; he is like a piii n v 
ſea, who fires upon us under our « 
colors, Like Judas to Chriſſ, he c 
as a friend, therefore it is hard todiſce 
but it is partly ſeen by the eagernef 
our luſls, when they are ſudden, ln, a 
and ſtrange, ſo ſlrange ſometimes, 
even nature itſelf abhors them: the 8320. 
of God leads ſweetly on, but the dan le 
hurries a man like a tempeſt, as we ſe (ec it 
Amnon for his ſiſter Tamar. AgWhccite 
when we go _ motions of (0 
ſpirit, millike his government, 
—— to pallion, ra devil eni ome 
Ln a man be unadviſedly angry, end uch 
devil will make him envious, 
revenge; when paſſions are let, 10h 
they are chariots in which the devil d's | 
ſome by. nature are prone to diſtruſt, ri 
- ſome to be too confident 3 now the Mi c 
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x with them, and ſo draws them on 
her; he broods upon our corruptions; 
ſits (as it were) upon the ſouls of men, 
| there broods and hatches all fin, All 
devils in hell cannot force us to fin; 
an works by ſuggeſtions, ſtiring u 
ours and fancies, but he cannot-w 

n the will; we betray ourſelves by 
ding before he can do us any harm; 
t he ripens ſin when cheriſhed in the 
m, and brings it forth into actual 
ſgreſſion. 

$20, There are ſome ſins that let 
un looſe upon us, As firſt, pride; 
lee it in Paul, 2 Cor, xii. 7, Secondly, 
ceitedneſs and preſumption; as we may 
in Peter. Matt. xxvi. 33, Thirdly, 
wity, which is always the ſore · runner 
ſome great puniſhment, or great ſin, 
hich alſo is a puniſhment) as we ſee in 
kvid, Fourth ** idlene : It is the 
ut of temptation, when a man is out of 
d's buſineſs. Fifthly, intemperance, 
r in diet, or otherwiſe, - Therefore 
iſt commands us to pray and waich, 


ſt, 
* 
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and keep to ſobriety in the uſe of ten 
—— Sinchly, there is a more ſui af 
intemperance of paſſion. In vl wor 
degree we give way to wrath and reren 122. 
— covetouſneſs, in that degree $a 
hath advantage againſt us. Sevent bo 
when a man will not believe and ſap 
10 truths revealed, though likewiſe n 
truthi, Therefore Gud gave them uf 
vile affeRions, Rom. i. 26: becauſe (| 
would not cherith the light uf une 
much more when we do not chetilh 
light of his grace, 
$21, As Chriſt wrought our faly 
in a late of humiliation 3 fo, in out 
10 gory. we muſt be conformable is 
head, and therefore paſi through Ne 
abefernent, We are choſen to 1 pe 
of afftictions, as well as to grace and g 
Dod for it needful alſo, becauſe we 
not eaſily digeſt u flouriſhing condi 
We are naturally given to afteft wut 
exce|lencies 4 when we ate (ruled 
groit eſtates, we are apt to 
and our duty to others } this 
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of cach us to juſtify God, when we 
e ſul * our perſom, or abaſed in 


122. There are in the world many of 
_ who ave yet exceeding proud; 
od fanQifies outward poverty to his 
e 
ſpirit they are ve 
nean eſteem of therſlves; it makes 
inwardly more humble, end more 
able to God's government, Theres 
when we are under any croſt, let 
ſerve how it works, ſee whether we 
with God or not? When he afflich 
wwardly, whether inwardly we be 
humble When he humbles us end 
en un poor, Whether we become ulſb 
in Mice When God deſigns t6 
ble us, we ſhould labor through grace 
dale ourſelves and mortify pride. 
MW, Poverty of ſpirit ſhould am- 
w all our lie long) to let. un fu 
deter hy 1 i or Qrength 
ur on for funQifieation f that all 
« we have iv out of ayrſalves, even 
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for the performance of eve d 
for Ae we have grace, — wr A 
bring that grace into act without new gr 
even as there is a fitneſs in trees to 
fruit; but without the influence of 
ven they cannot be fruitful, That 
oftentimes makes us miſcarry in the d 
of our callings, is this, we think we 
ſtrength and wiſdom ſufficient, and 
What is begun in ſelf-confidence is 
in _— 53 ſet _ duties dr 
own pride, and ſiren rts, i 
no bane ſucceſs Greet is alw 
good ſign that God will bleſs our 
vors, When, out of a deep ſenſe & 
own weakneſs we in prayers and ſuf 
cations, like our Lord, Heb, v. 7. 
water our buſineſd with ſirong crying 
tears, TE: 

3924, It is not fufficient for « chf 
to have habitual grace z there i» ns 
ean bring forth fruit without the 
Influences of heaven, though It be pl 
and well rooied in d good — | 
cannot bring forth fruit, wnl 


er 
ty | 
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us ; out. 7 firength will not 
, when a new temptation comes, 
z not enough to have but we 
{ uſe it, we muſt exerciſe our. faith, 

Fr humility ; and for this 
ſe, God hath furniſhed us with the 
rt of all grace, Let us therefore re- 
mber, when we have any duty to 
xm, to pray unto, Chriſt to aid us 
| his Spirit, and give the increaſe, 
125. God doth not fo much look at 
infirmities, as our uprightneſs and 
rity 3 and therefore when we are out 
emptations, we ſhould conſider and 
mine what God hath wrought in us; 
M though there be infirmites and fail» 


v yet if our hearts be "gt God 
av 
[8 


u 
| pardon them 4 @ we Rod thu 
others were accounted upright, 
had many NN 
1926, Watehfulnefd is an exerelſe of 
the graces of the Spirit, and theſe are 
" 10 keep- ouf” fouls awake, We 
| enemies mou ws that are never 
h and our worſt enemy is within us, 
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aying) y ly beli wu to wow : the word 4 
X. az that we fi N haye a power 
ok ing uppn gur 

not aur hearts hurn within us when 
rhened o ut the ſcriptures, Luke 
„32. Again, it (hath a diyine opera- 
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17 Drvive MEDITATION © 
ing Spirit that may be ſuitable to it;'ar 
fo'aſfuring us, that it is this wordFak 
that informs us of the S 
God to us, and of our duty towards hit 
| 828, There is in God a fatherly ut 
r, after converſion he retains that; 1 
his fatherly anger is alſo turned aw 
When in ſincerity and faith we humb 
ourſelves before him, One ſaith, Wel 
there is a child of anger ant] a chi 
under anger. God's children are 10 
children of wrath, but ſongetimes 
are under wrath ; when they do not car 
themſelves as ſons, when they ventut 
on fins againſt conſcience, &c, But 
they humble themſelves, repent, und fl 
to God for mercy and ſtrength, then the ente 
come into favor again, and recover nant 
comfort of ſuch a relation. | 3 
329. We may know that God do, bere 
us, when by his Spirit he (peaks friend) nfic 
to our ſouls, and we by prayer = are « 
dutifully to him again, When we hu f 
communion und familiarity with then et 


whom God loves, to them he difcove = 


dearts 
ſor 
mf 
cox 
o his 
res tl 
until 

carna 
aſſure 
then 
hall 

it be 
decal 


5 DIVING laben on. 118 
d' aloecrets as the ſoul never knew before. 


ſure e reveals theſe ſecrets to un, when” our 


ds hinderte are brought to an ingenious con- 
rly a: lion of fin — when we have no 
it ; anMonfort but from heaven. As a father 


aA 
humb 
W | 
chi 
re ne 
$ 


ſcovers his tenderneſs molt affeQtionately 
v his child when it is ſiok, ſo God reſer- 
res the diſcovery of his love, eſpecially, 

until ſuch a time, when we renounce all 
carnal confidence, Therefore, if we can 
ſure our {uls that God loves us, let us 


t enn ben be at a point as to every thing that 
enturWhall happen to us in this world, whether 
But Wi be diſgrace or contempt, or whatſoever, 
nd I becauſe we may fetch patience and con- 
1 thefWcntedneſs from hence, that God's cove- 


er nant love ſupplies all our wants. 

| 330. Atter. a gracious pardon for ſin, 
there are two things remaining in us, 
infirmities and weakneſſes, Infirmities, 
are corruptions ſtirred: up, which hinder 
us from good, and excite us to evil; but 
yet they are ſo far reſiſſed and ſubdued, 


that uy do not break forth into ation, 
* 


diflurbance in the mind, it is * 


| — that Moſes, ſo meek a man, et 
have broken out into paſhon ? we fee 
alſo i in David and Peter, and other; 


dee the bitter root of fin, and hate it me a 
8 and are never at reſt till it be ct ou 


14 diennb absenden | 
Weakneſs, thn when we { 

infirmity o out into ad faq 
watchfülneſa, as if man be fubje@ 1 a 
angry temper; when thin ig | 


but when for want of watchfulnels 
breaks forth into action, then it is. 
neſs, Theſe diſeaſes are ſuffered.to 
us, to reminds us frequently of the bin 
root of fin; for if ſin did not ſometin 
break forth, we ſhould think our na 
' cured, Who would 


this is to ſhew that the ces 
nature in them, was not fully l 

But there is this difference between 
flips and fails of God's children; and 
other men; when other men fall, d 
ſetile in the mire ; but when Gad e 
dren fall; they ſee their w 


the firength of grace and 
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332. When once the Spirit doth 


ten the wrath of God upon the conſcien {any 
ot one whom he means to ſave, then the wit 


follows thoſe afflicting affections of gr 
and ſhame, Frum hence comes a dill 
and hatred of fin, and a divorce betwe 
the ſoul and the beloved fin: fo uh 
whereas there was before a ſceptre of { 
in the ſoul ; now God begins to diſpoſe 
that ſtrong man. Then follows a {troy 
deſire to be better, and a holy deſperatic 
ſo far, as that if God in Chriſt be 
merciful, then the ſoul ſaith, what fh 
become of me! As the Spirit leis 
ſome-terrors, fo likewiſe gives us folic car 
hopes: as, :#hat ſhall I do to be ſave 
imploying a reſignation of the will to talftural 
any courſe, ſo he may be ſaved, and t 
all the world for one drop of, CO on t 
merey in Chriſt , „ ½ 4 

333. Chriſt never comes into all: 
heart with his comforts but where he Nodnet 
valued and eſteemed, yet he delights nurſes, 
to hide his face from poor penitent (lr: 
ners; but when we are through gem co 
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NS othah'h vſdentimes wake _ 
Wer Sew then the true chriſtian. 
wo oweſt exerciſe of ſaving grace is in ot 
Meritual deſires, and theſe are known to be 
aving, if they proeted from a taſte of 
[divine things _ not merely from the 
beet in the word, Therefore we mult 
liftinguiſh between occaſional affeftions 
* tired ap, and our real and in- 
a 225 "ws for _— are — 
raiſ lent 
Lan waters in 2 ok "7 ts. md eon- 
Hit tant denn ber eumteh water er; it is 


fr 


heated, will return again to ite f 
coldneſa and fo remain. | 
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